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Pinicola enucleator, 


Novs 8, One hopping about on the ground near the water’s 


edge, at the base of the treeless hills bordering the | 
mouth of Ipswich River, 
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Carpodseus purpureus,. 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


1869, : 
(Apr.'7) Abundant everywhere, 


1874, ° 
Bee. 26, Three among the cedars in Watertown. Saw a fine 
adult in the same place yesterday. 


1875. 
Jan. 18, One among the cedars in Watertown. 
° | . One among the cedars in Watertown. 


Six, only one in red plumage feeding among the ce- 
dars in Watertown. My attention was attracted to them 
by the crackling sound which they produeed while crushing 
the dry frozen berries between their bills. 


A Single pair in Watertown, 


A flock of at least thirty among the cedars in Wa- 
ter town, I think they must have rec*ntly come there, 
With them were two Pine Grosbeaks and the whole company 

were busily engaged in breaking open the cedar berries, 


Numbers in Watertown, some of them I think new con 


ers. The males were singing in that soft undertone 
peculiar to this season, 


A small flock in Grey’s woods, the adults Singing 
in an undertone, 


A male in full song for the first time. 
June 3, Nest in red cedar at Waverly--eggs five-—fresh, 
Dec. 10. A small flock on Waverly Hill Belmont, 
1876, 
Mar. 29, | A male in full song in Cambridge. 


15. None have been reported this winter although the 
weather has been exceptionally fine, 


1881. 
Sept. 23. Two in the Pine Swamp feeding on nightshade berries 
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Carpodacus purpureus. 


oe age ‘fe ee 
Maine (Lake 





Whee 
May 380- Very comm 
' 


FO. the woods. 








+ a 1 > 
the’ tallest Spruces, 








is found everywhere throw 
y milés from any clearing 
5 ro! iy clearing, 
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sincscititacata ethan 


Carpodacus purpureuS. 


1869, 
suly & 
Aug. Common near the Glon House, N.H, Found through- 


out the primaeval forests usually accompanied by broods 
of full grown young. 


1870. 
Sept.2220 
2-104 Several (Forks of the Kennebec ,Maince), 


1875, 


June 19, Numerous from every village from Princeton to Town 
send, 
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1868. 


bee. 12. 
26 


1869, 


10 


Loxia curvirostra americana. 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


Several. 
Several. 
Several with White-winged Coaneussie, 


A small flock in Waltham hopping about in a stubble 
About half were red males, 


Several. 


isd 


A large flock. 
Several. 

One, 

One. 

Small flock. 

A male. 

Several. 

Actually saw three; also one Ch.purus. 


A flock, 


Four (Cambridge). 


Abundant about Cambridge. 
Season were very restless, always apparently flying about 
never alighting, Late in October they took to the 


groves of Pinus rigida. Here they were tame and silent, 
feeding eagerly on the seeds of the cones and seldom 


flying even when @ gun was fired direetly under them, 


Those seen ecatly in the 


3 


They uttered a musical conversational chatter, and a 


loud elear cali-note. The males and females were 
about equal in numbers, They were sometimes accompan-— 
ied by White-winged Crossbills, Few floeks exeeeding 
twenty individuals, I noticed that the same Floek would 
be found in the same place day after day, and that if 

all were killed no others took their Places, 


I saw @ pair feeding on the gound in company with 
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Loxia eurvirostra americana, 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


* floek of twenty. 
Two males. 
Two in Yellow pines (Coneord). 


A small flock (Watertown). 







A floek of ten. 


Several 





in our garden, 
















A floek of four feeding in yellow pines in Water- 
town, They were very tame and uttered two notes, one 
the ordinary call, the other a clear bell-like ono. 

They were exceedingly fat. A wounded specimen which I 
took home at once began to feed on Canary seed, 


A small flock in Watertown, 


Sa SS 





Saw a single bird flying over our garden to-day. 
Goodale had several from the Vicinity of ‘ioston during 
November and one from Connecticut. 






Two males and a female seen in an arbor-vitas tree 
on Sparks Street. 








Eight shot in West Newton last week, 


Two males were seen yesterday by Deane. They 
alighted on the Baleony of a house near a eage which 
contained several live Red~polls, 






A floek among yellow pines in Watertown. They are 


probably coming up from the south as I have not seen 
any Since D°cem>er. 






A floek of thirteen in the evergreens opposite our 
Place, 











One singing in a tall yellow pine in Watertown. 
He was evidently practicing; his notes resembled whit- 


whit-whit-whit-wit, tu~tu-tu-tu-tu, whit, whit. 


Another male singing in an undertone in Waverly 


woods, I heard the eall notes of several others flying 
about among the trees, 





Saw and heard numbers in Belmont. 
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1876, 
Aug. 4, 


1881, 
Sept.23, 


12 


Loxia curvVirostra americana, 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


Three flew over our place calling loudly as they 
always do when flying. 


Saw a bird in the Pine Swamp which I am certain was 
of this species, I ws was“screeping” when it came out 
of the thicket and perched within ten yards of me. It 
looked exactly like a female Indigo 8ird but nearly 
twiee as large;~--so large in fact, that at firs: I took 


it for a female Tanager. I fired and it fell but ve 
could not find it. 
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1873. 


June = 


oO 
Aug ° De 


1874, 


July 28. 


AUB. 4, 


Jaume. LO ; 


« 19, 
7UBSO. 


May 18. 


stme 4. 


Sep 6, boas 
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Loxia americana. 


Maine (Lake Umbagog). 


Abundant and 





Saw one, the 


Heard some flying: 


= Bt 


Saw three near the hake House. 


et = ao ws _ fal as «. ae ‘ee - ag 
A small flock feeding among 


at the boat-landing, 


the cones of the nine 


Heard flying. 


A flock of ten containing 
remainder young 
white pine at the landing. and 


the house, 


one or two adults, the 
plumage, freding in the 
n the bireh in 





Prentor 


Three feedingy in the white pine at the landing 
making a crackling noise as they dissected 
the dry cones. I shot one, an adult female 
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dently had bred many weeks 


= 
i 


Continuous 





eR evi 


oe 


since, 


T a +A } an 
Heard them to-day 
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1868, - 
Auge 9. 


1870, 
July 28- 
Aug. 13. 


1872. 
July 19, 


1974, 


Jan. 20, 


Loxia curVirostra americana, 


Several large flocks flying restlessly abowt over 
the woods, (Profile House, N.H.). 


Abundant, associating in floeks with Whi te-winged 


| Crossbills and flying restelssly about over the woods, 


sometimes alighting in the spruces high up on the moun- 
tain sides (Profile House, N.H.). 


Saw @ightg all males (Reading, Mass. ). 


A’ Loxia curvirostra from Germany in Reiche’s Bird 
Store, in Boston, in a curious yellow plumage with a few 
blotches of red feathers, It inserted its bill verti- 
cally betwoen the wires of its cage and opening it cros~ 
wise, foreed the wires apart with the tips of the mandib— 
bills, these being separated until they were actually 
crossed on the other side, 


More abundant here than Tf have ever seen them els— 
where, haunting the yellow pines (P.rigida) (Marston’s 
Mills,Mass.). 


A pair feeding on the cones of a red pine, They 
frequently uttered a low metallic chink, chink, chink; 
the male was in high plumage (Shelbourne ,N.H.). 
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ptera. 


eucor 


1 


Loxia 


1874. 
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1870. 
July 26= 
Aug. 13. 


Loxia leucoptera, 


Common, associating with Red Crossbills (Profile 
House, N.H .). 
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Aegiothus linaria. 


1868, 
Middlesex County, Mass. 


Oct. Sl. | Several large flocks. 


LEESON NT ae 


Nov. 14. Flock of about a dozen, 


Dee. i, Several. 


Several. 
A large flock. 
Several large flocks. 


Floek of about twenty. 


Several large fiocks. They shortly afterwards be- 
came abundant, feeding in the bireches, sometimes in com- 


ij _ pany with Pine Finches. We found about one red~breasted 
_Mmale in a dozen birds, 


Large flocks hopping about on the surface of the 
Snow, feeding on theseeds of weeds in company with Gold 


Finches, None were seen during the winter of 1869 and 
| 1870. 


Re 


They have suddenly taken to the apple orchards 
where immense flocks are feeding greedily upon a species 
q _ of bark lous®, very small, and of a bright green color. 
7 | While thus engaged they are tame and silent, spending 
half an hour or more in the same tree. When the flock 
moves to the next tree a few Stragglers invariably re- 
main behind, They are much more numerous than they 
4 were a week ago. The males sing both in the air and 
j when perehed; the song is a short ,sweet,ttrill, rising 
to its termination. The ground is perfectly bare, 


For the past eight days they have b°en present in 
j immense floeks, still feeding in the apple trees. 
ie } 


| Saw only a few Single birds during a long tramp, 
We had a heavy snow storm yesterday. 


| A floek of fifty or more feeding on weeds and in 
apple trees, 


A small flock, 
About twenty. 
_ About twenty the males all singing. 


A small floek, the last, 
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Aegiothus linaria. 





1874, 
Middlesex County, Mass. 
Oct. 16, Saw a single bird in the birches in the Wrren Run, 
Waltham, 
e 20, Saw a single bird in the Fresh Pond swamp, 
{ -_ af. Large numbers among birehes in Belmont. 
q * 26. Numbers among bireches in Belmont. 
4 Dec. 5. Abundant everywhere to-day in Lineoln in large 
q flocks in birehes, I have seen none for at least a month 
i near Cambridge, 
| . 12, Large numbers among the birches in Lexington, 
i . 16, A few seattering birds in Watertown, 
1 * 26, A flock of at least one hundred feeding in a birch 
4 in Watertown, They appeared entirely indifferent to 
4 a shrike which was sitting in a bush directly beneath 
them, 
{ ie 2. Numbers in Watertown feeding in company with Pine 
q and Gold Finches on tall weeds; one of the males sang 
1 several times. 
e 23, harge Flocks in West Newton feeding in the birches, 
One of the males sang several times; the song is a 
q Sweet gushing trill, running quickly up the seale,. 
4 Ver. @. A few small flocks. 
7 ad 16, They are as numerous as ever the males singing now 
j at all times of the day. 
] ” 29, In immense flocks feeding among apple trees for the 
q first time this year: the males singing almost incessant- 
ly. 
- Their numbers have decreased one half since yes- 
4 terday. 
: Apr. 12, Saw two in the Fresh Pond swamps and shot one of than 
‘ Oct. 31. Two shot by Arthur Smith (Brookline). 
q 
q ov. 21. They are said to be abundant in small numbers, 
q 1876, 
’ Feb, 15. None have been seen since those killed by Arthur 


Smith in November, 
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1879. 
Apr. 19. 


1880. 
ov. 16, 


Aegiothus linaria. 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


About a dozen feeding among tall weeds in our gar- 
den; shot two males both in nearly full breeding plu- 
mage with yellow bills, dusky on the upper and lower 
edges. They were the only rose-breasted adults in the 
flock. One of them sang for sometime in low soft tones 
as caged specimens are wont to do. 


Many flocks feeding in bireches in Lexington, 
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Chrysomitris tristis. 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


A floek of about fifty singing in chorus. 


Nest, three fresh oggs (French). 


Nest with young (Deane). 


Saw several males in apparently perfeet breeding 
plumage. 


Found a finished nest. 


Saw a female putting the lining into her nest which 
was built in a white pine at the height of about fifty 
feet in the Harvard College grounds. 


Saw a male commencing its nest. 


Saw one to-day; they are not as numerous now as 
during the timter, 


Heard @ male singing. 


The males have at last perfeeted their summer plu- 
mage and are singing on all sides. 


The males for the most part silent during the last 
two, months are now singing vigorously. 


Saw a small flock of these and Red-polls, 


1869, 


Feb, 27. They have boen rather searee this winter. Saw 
small floek today. 


Mar. 28. Saw a large flock the males all Singing, although 
they have not as yet changed plumage. 


Sept.10, The young all flying. 


Nov. 23, Saw several large flocks: they have been numerous 
@l11 throuvh the autumn, 


Dee, 29, A floek of half-a-dozen. 


Saw two. 


Several in company with free Sparr6éws, 





























Var. 30. 


Aug. 24. 


July 28, 


Chrysomitris tristis,. 


Middlesex ‘ounty, Mass. 


Have not seen any for one or two months. 


Saw a small flock; one of the males ws singing 
finely. 


Took several of both sexes; they were all changing 
to the sp ing plumage; males singing everywhere. 


Have them noted as late as October 8. Think I 
saw them at intervals through that month and the next 
but am not certain; not recorded again till December 
27. 


See them frequently; a few in almost every flock 
of A.linaria; also occasionally in small companies of 
Six or ten, 


About in small flocks,the males changing plumage, 
Two among yellow pines; very silent. 


One, 


The males have all attained their perfeet su-~mer 
plumage. 


Although now probably breeding they are ofte in 
large flocks, To-day £ saw as many as thirty or forty 
of both sexes feeding together on the seeds of Sane mea- 
dow grass, Wen started they would rise altogether and 
after whirling about in a elose body, pitch down again, 
acting preeisely as in autumn and winter. 


A floek of at least one hundred feeding in their 
characteristie manner in a small birch. 


A number in full song. 


Most of the young now on wing. 


A nest in a tall maple in the Maple Swamp, twenty- 
five feet above the ground and inaceessible; the Sitting 
female kept op a eontinual twittering which guided me 
to the spot . This seems to be a regular habit as I 
noticed at Lake Umbagog in 1873. 


Several small flocks, I have sen them at fre~ 
quent intervals throughout the winter, 
A flock of six, all in winter plumage, 


Several (Watertown, 
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q Chrysomitris tristis, 
q 1875 ; i 
4 Middlesex County, Mass, | 
; | 
| 
July 28, A nest in a tall maple in the Maple Swamp, twenty= 
five fect above the ground an inaccessible; the sitting 
female kept up a continual twittering which guided me 
to the spot. This seems to bo a regular habit as TI | 
noticed at Lake Umbagog in 1873. 
F # ° Several which I shot to-day had their crops filled 
So exclusively with green pulpy seeds, The members of this 
genus eat very few insects at any season, 
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1870, 


Auge I 11. 


Sept,2=9, 


Chrysomitris tristis. 


Heard one in the Notch 
(Profile House,N.H.). 


Not numerous (Forks Kennebec, Maine), 
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» % Straggler probably from below | 
1 
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Chrysomitris pinus, 





1868. . 
f Middlesex County, Mass. 
| @t. 9, One. ' 
« 26. Exceedingly abundant. | 
1869. 
Jan. 14, : Several. 
Mar. 24, One. 
* 31. Flock of twenty. 
May 4. Small flock. 
. 23. A small flock. 
ad 27. Several, 
1870. 
Sept.19, General arrival. Extremely abundant afterwards 
until November 1, when their nmmbers diminished. I saw 
the last November 12. They were mostly in flocks of a 
dozen or less and fed cheifly on weeds. On October 17, 
however, Henshaw and I found them in immense flocks 
in the Willows. Upon dissection their erops proved 
to be filled with a kind of small bark louse. They 
were extremely tame here, allowing 1s to approach within 
a few feet as they hung head downard like Titmice, search- 
ing among the terminal twigs and buds of the Wliows, 
They fed in this way for nearly a week, ten they suddenly 
deserted the Wllows entirely and returned to the weod 
fields and bireches. When in the Wliows we frequently 
fired a shot direectlyinto the flock without startling 
them, 
1871. 
Apr. 16, A male singing like f&.tristis. 
May 19, Seen daily now. 
ad 28, None seen since the 19th, 
1974, 
Oet. 20, Not very abundant. 
| Nov. 80. Two in Watertown. | 
Dee, 16, To my surprise found a large flock among the cadars | 
i in Watertown. There were some thirty in all, feeding 


on the seeds of the eedar berries. 


in faet could not be driven from the Spot, and I could 
have easily killed the whole flock, I took eight; 


They were very tamo 


9 | 
! 
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Chrysomitris pinus, 


1874. 
5 Middlesex County, Mass. 
| | 
| (Dec.16), among these I found it impossible to separate the sexes | 
1 by plumage although adults were readily distinguishable 
: from birds of the year. 
j 
' 1875, 
Jan. 18, Saw them in several places in Watertown, Near the 
cedar ridge, from a flock of linnets feeding on the seeds 
of weeds I killed at one shot one of this species, five 
Gold Finches, and two Red Polls. 
- #2. Four among birehes in West Newton; I shot three of 
them when the surviver remained, hopping about his dead 
companions, evidently much puzzled, and chirping loudly. 
He was so tame that I nearly eaught him in my hand sup= 
posing him to be wounded, The thermometer has fallen 
below zero every night for the last ten days and there 
is more than a foot of snow on the ground, 
e aT. A flock among the cedars in Watertown. 
Var. 22, Have not seen any for a month or more. 
Apr. 15, Heard a male, the first since early in January, 
May 24, Saw and heard numbers in Belmont. 
June 7, They have been abundant in apple orchards during 
the past week; before this reappearance I do not remom-— 
ber to have seen any since late in the winter, Their 
movements, like those of the Grossbills, defy explanation. 
| ef 
f . 8. Heard several to-day. 
| New 68 Saw a few (Belmont), 
i 
| 
| 
| 
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1372. 
June 15. 


S73. 
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1876, 


June ab 


Chrysomitris pinus. 


Maine (Lake Umbagog), 





and others to-day 
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Shot two young birds in first plumage 


The young 
are fast collect: 


species must bree 





Finch, as only a few young of 
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Saw a few to-day. 


A large flock feeding in a bireh, with two Red 
Crossbilis, Shboting one of the Pine Finches T Found 
it was long past the breeding season, Unlike last sea- 
son I seldom see or hear these birds near the Lake House 
and the few met with elsewhere have the habits of 


t ha the 
Species in autumn, 


We see them daily in small flocks, 
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Chrysomitris pinus, 
1876, 
Maine (Lake Umbagog), 
(June 11) 


They . become abundant within the last few days, 
coming abo the house in little companies, We have 
not heard ae Singing yet. 





19, Daily becoming more abundant; I heard the ma rles 
‘Singing this morning. The song is st rikingly like 
that of Chrysomitris tristis but perfectly distinguisha- 
ble and decidedly inferior, These birds are now ex= 


clusively in pairs, 


1879, 


June 19, Very searce this season. A few noted daily dur- 
ing the first part of my stay, but of late I see them 


Very craroly. 


i al. A single bird alighted in the road on the Sargent 
place. 


1880, 


May 19. Alva Cooledge ealled my attention to one of these 
birds, remarking that they equally common with the Cross-— 
bills about bees logging camps in winter. I now see 
or hear them daily. 

Sept. “2. Very numerous about the house where great flocks 


When there is no wind 


J 
feed in the paper bireh, 
y i t f foliage secn is trombling 


nearly every bush and 
with their movements, 


" 13. Not nearly as common as at the time of my arrival 


OOD 
18 yoge 


Oct. 8=22 Common during our entire stay but not as abundant 
, aS usual; im small flocks feeding on the bireh seeds 
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1869, 
July & 
Aug. 


1870, 
July &@ 
Augs 


1874, 


Jan, 28, 


Nov. 6, 


o1 


Chrysomitris pinus. 


Commog. On July 30 saw them carrying about buil- 
ding materials, By August 1, the females which I shot 
had evidently layed their eggs and the males were in full 
song. They often sang floating in the air precisely 
like the Goldfinch, but the commonest performance was 
the guttural warble which we sometimes hear in Vassachu-— 
Setés late in spring. They were feeding here almost 
entirely on the green seeds of the birehes and were fond 
of bathing in the clear mountain streams (Glen House ,N.H.) 


A few seen near the Profile House, N.H., where they 
were not nearly as abundant as they were at the Glen 
House last year. 


Edgar "lint, of Dover, “aine, tells me that this 
Species is abundant there every winter: he does not 
think, however, that they breed there at that Season, 


a 


Abundant everywhere (Marston§s Mills,Mass), 
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1875, 


Apr, 21. 
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Corduelis elegans, 


Middlesex County, Mass, 


Shot a pair in an apple orchard bordering Fresh Pond 
Gane, They uttered a singular note resembling ker-dack, 
kKer-dee; kor-dack, ker-dee; repeated at frequent in- 
tervals in a harsh tone, they were exeeedingly shy 
flitting on ahead through the orchard alighting on the 
top-most twigs, sometimes whirling off before the wind, 
then returning again, Their flight was undulating and 
very like that of Chrysomitris tristis. Their bright 
plumage very conspicuous, When I finally sueceeded 
in shooting one the others showed much anxiety and would 
not leave the place. The female would have laid in the 
course of a week or two. Thompson in his “Birds of 
Treland” says that he has found a nest as early as 
April 9, 

































































1865, 
Feb, i4. 


as 30, 


"eb, 22, 


Mar, 12, 
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Plectrophanes nivalis. 
Middlesex County, “ass. 
Shot six from a flock feeding on bare spots of 
gravel when the snow had blown away at Simon’s Hill, 
Cambridge, Their erops were filled with hard, round, 


black seeds, If saw a flock in January and another early 
in February. 


A flock of about a dozen alighted in the middle 
of a thick-branehed apple-t ree (where I shot one), then 
flew to another, and finally took to the upper branches 
of an oak where they remained for sometime, 


Five, 
Several, 


A large flock Lexington, 


A flock of about fifty. 

A small flock, 

Several (Concord), 

At least a dozen flocks, 

Numbers on the Charles River Marshes, large flocks 
continually coming and going. On the ground they run 
avout nimbly like Sandpipers, appearing and disappearing 
among the drift wood and seaweed. 

One. 

One. 

Small flock, 

Several, 


One flock. 


Small flock. 


Twenty. 
One, 


Several flocks, They appeared in large flocks 


the 


latter part of December, coming immediately after 
























































Feb, 11, 
Oct. 30, 
1872, 


Mar « 29 ° 


Feb, 22h 


1874, 
Foby. Gg, 


Plectriphanes nivalis, 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


the first snow-storm, They are restless on cold days, 
tame and lethargic during thawing weather., 


Numbers at Revere Beach, feeding on the wet sand and 
among Masses of ice heaped up at high water mark, Three 
alighted on the roof of a deserted house. 


One to-day. During the past month they have regu- 
larly disappeared when ever the weather became mild, 


Several large flocks appeared just after a heavy 
snow-storm, 


A heavy snow-storm yesterday, Immense flocks ap- 
peared to-day. One containing at least a thousand birds 
feeding among weeds in an old Pield . They were very 
tame; when shot at they rose in a dense cloud and 
alighted in the tops of some neighboring oaks, clustering 
thickly on every twig. When they started the noise of 
their wings hitting ageinst the branches was like the 
erashing sound of a falling tree, When about to alight 
in a field, and just as they made their last wheel hun- 
dreds as if by e given signal would utter their harsh 
chatter at once making a deafening noise. Wing-broken 
birds would run to the nearest hillock, and standing 
erect utter a plaintive piping. When caught they bit 
with all their strength which was not great. 


Two single birds the last, 


Two small flocks, 


A single bird at Grantville , the last. They have 
been searce the last winter 


An immense flock whirling about over the fields in 
Concord, 


A flock of about a hundred feeding among weeds in 
@ fallow field in Watertown, The regularity of the ap= 
pearance of this species inland with every heavy fall of 
snow, is somethink remarkable. 


Two large flocks feeding in the Road near Fresh Pond 
They were so tame that I nearly drove over them and could 
not be foreed to leave the road, 
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1875. 


(Jan.27), 


Feb, 


26, 


1876. 


Mar. 


Dee, 


25, 


31. 


Plectrophanes nivalis, 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


A large flock feeding in the road in Wtertown. The 
snow is very deep and most of the weeds in the fields 
buried, 


A flock of snow buntings feeding in the furrows of a 
ploughed field. They would peep at me over the ridge 
of a furrow then drop into its hollow and the next in- 
Stant appear perhaps twenty yards off, I shot four, two of 
whieh had the hind and some of the other claws, of sur- 
prising length; in one specimen they were twisted slight- 
ly and so attenuated in places that it seemed strange 
that they had not broken off, Several of the toes in 
each of these birds were badly Swolle,! having been 
probably frozen during the recent eold seriod. 


One flying overhead in Watertown, 


They have been very searee this autumn and most of 
those seen, stragglers flying high over head, 
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1874. 


Nov, 20, 


Plectrophanes nivalis, 


Among a large bunch in Boston Market, were many 
males in nearly full summer plumage, with hardly a trace 


of brown anywhere and the heads pure white, 


Deane found hundred#® at Revere Beach to-day, He 


shot several males in very nearly perfeet summer piumage 


With clear back and white wings, 


In moderate numbers along the beach among ridges of 
ice heaped up at high ater mark; we also started a flock 


Of about thirty in a weed grown garden back of a hotel. 


They were all extremely shy (Revere Beach), 


Numerous at the mouth of Ipswich River but much less 


abundant than the Shore Larks with which they alighted 


and fed, The two species rarely kept together when 


Flying, But few individuals of either Species alighted 


on the sand hills, 


Abundant in large flocks at Fagle Hill, Ipswieh, 


feeding on the hilly, closely cropped sheep pastures. 


Abundant near the mouth of Ipswich River, Along 


the foot of the grassy hills and the shores just above- 
high-water mark, Here a curious episode happened, A 


Ploek had risen out of range but I noticed éhat one 
remained behind, With the intention of trying a flying 
Shot at it I walked towards it but to my surprise it pay- 
ed no attention to me, Continuing to advanee T ap- 


proached within six feet of it when it still continued 
feeding busily without so much aS looking at me, Call- 
ing my companion we laid down our guns and seated our- 


(Selves with the bird between us actually within reach of 


our hands, All the while itxwas busily stripping the 


Seeds from the stems of the grasses, and pieking up little 
Particles of sand or gravel, Finally I stretched out 
my hand and actually touched its back with the tips of 


fingers, when as if annoyed rather than frightened, it 
hopped off a fow feet, and looked up at me with a euri- 
ous expression of vague wonder in its bright little eyes. 
I next attempted to capture it by dropping by hat over 


| it, but it dodged, and now thoroughly alarmed, started oft 


in rapid flight and Joined a floek of its companions | 
feeding on the other side of the river, It was evi- 
dently in perfeet health and Spirits but doubtless a 


| young bird which had never seen a man before, 


During a day spent at the Meth mouth of Ipswich Ri- 


| Ver saw only two of this Species, 


Spent the day at the month of Ipswich River without 
secing any of this Species, 
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4 Plectrophanes nivalis, 
{ 1876, 


(Apr.12) One at Point Lepreaux, N.B, 


1881, . 
Mare 19, Shot a single bird at Marblehead neek, 
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Plectrophanes lopponicus, 
1874, 


Nov, 24, Shot one, and saw two others at Eagle Hill, Ipswich, 

They were in canpany with Shore Larks from which I could 
out distinguish them with difficulty, when feeding, by their 

whitish instead of yellowish throats, When flying, 
only by their smaller size and slightly different mo- 
tions, the backs of the two species being almost pre= 
cisely the same color, They uttered two distinct notes 
one &@ single whistle, shriller and less mellow that that 
of the Snow Bunting, but otherwise similar, and a chatter 


also somewhat like that of the Snow Bunting but rather 
feebler and less harsh. 


* e Three at Fagle Hill, Ipswieh, one of which I shot; 
they were flying about in company with Snow Buntings, 
i875, ; 

Mar. 22,, © Boodale has one taken at Chelsea Beach about two 
weeks ago, Another was reported at Portland, Conn, 
about the same time, by lr.Sage, 

Dec, 29, One shot at Chelsea Beach to-day was brought to 
Goodalese, 

1881. 
Nov, 10, One at Philips Beach in company with Snow Buntings; 


the chattering ery of this speeies is unmistakable, 























1874.6 


NOVs 20, 


20. 


1976, 


Mar, 30. 


Ap®,. li, | 


1881. 


Mar. 19, 


Passereculus prineeps, 


One of the specimens killed to-day had the crop 
crammed with large black spiders, 


Started three among the sand hills at the mouth of 
Ipswieh River, Their flight was irregular and preeise- 
ay like thet of Passereulus sava » from which they 
could be readily distinguished, however, by their larger 
Size and much lighter ‘coloring, They-lay closely but 
I did not see any of them on the ground, They uttered 
two notes, a faint lisp, and a low chuck, both identi- 
cal with those of Passerculus savanna, 


both exeeedingly shy. Their lisp is precisely like that 
of Passereulus savanna, Messrs. Warien and Towne killed 
Seven specimens at Brant Rock during the latter part of 
October, 


Two on the Sand hills at the mouth of Ipswich River, 


Made a thorough search at the sand hilis at the 
mouth of Ipswich River but failed to start any of these 
Sparrows,» 


Shot a female on the extremity of Point Lepreaux,N .B. 


Shot two at Marblehead Neck, The first started 
from a little pateh of beeeh grass and alighted on a 
rock in a pasture, 


Saw about a dozen at Philips Beaeh, The first two 


_ Were tame and disinclined to fly, running over the bare 


Spots of sand, and squatting behind scattered bunches 


Of beech grass, Afterwards a flock of seven or eight 


came in from the northward, and Seattering, alighted 
émong the thicker beds of grass, After these birds had 
been shot at a few times they beeame Very wild, often ri- 


Sing out of range and always flying long distances, 
_We drove them ot of the sand hills and across an 


ufland field, where several took refuge in a cabbage 


| pateh- and one or two alighted in bushes and small sumae 


trees, When perched they sat perfect'y still and yere 


quite fearless, They looked very light-colored in the 
_ bushes and could be readily distinguished from a Savanna 


Sparrow which accompanied it, They chirped freely and 
occasionally uttered a soft low ts , both notes closely 
resembling the corresponding omeso6f P, savanna, Their 
flight rese mbles that o&PP.savanna but was even swifter 


and more irregular They were hard to kill and two woun= 


ded ones led us a long meteh chase before they could be 
Secured, When running on the sand they mateh it nearly 


| @S ¢losely as does the Piping Plover and are very hard 
to see, 


Started three at Philips Beaeh, and shot a female; 


_ they were all extremely wild, 
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Passerculus princeps,. 
1881. 


(Nov.10 ) At Philips Beach saw nearly if not quite as many 
as on the 5th, Five rose together from a gully where 

they may have been drinking as a stream of fresh water 
flows through it to the sea, All dropped within fifty 
yards of me, but although TI went to the Spot and beat 
the rank grass closely I actually eould not start one 
of them. Others seen afterwards behaved in a similar 
manner, All took long flights and were extremely shy. 
Two flushed on the sand hills flew directly to the cabbage 
pateh, where I failed to fing either of them (Philips 
Beach, Mass ). 


Shot a male and female at Philips Beach, starting 
one of them in a mowing field om the top of a hill. 


Shot two at Philips Beach, both males, I am satis- 
fied that these Sparrows Migrate by day, at least short 
distances, for we have repeatedly seen them come into the 
sand hills invariably from the north, 


Shot two males at Philips Beach, They were with 
three Savanna Sparrows, one Fox Sparrow, and one Tree 
Sparrow, in a Cabbage field on the edge of the sand hill, 
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2372; 
June 3 
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1873. 
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Sept. 16, 
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Passereulus savanna. 


Maine (Lake Umbagog) 


Breeding spari 
tures of Updon Hil 
lands along the ro 


it y on the hilly, stup-sprinkled pas-— 
ae Abundant in the grassy intervale 
ad to Bethel, 


On the very top of Upton Hill they were breeding in 


almost in colonies in dry mowing fields. At least fife 
teen or twenty pairs were seen in one enclosure, 


Shot a young bird in first plumage on the marsh 


ste 


The meadows bordering the outlet of the river are 


now filled with chirping, lisping throngs of these Spar- 


rows, 


a 


A male singing in the open fields on the Dy ler fam, 
They are abundant this season on the hill above Peaslee’s, 


Common in all the clearings between Errol and Dix= 


Numbers feeding on. the wild rice in reonard’s Pond, 
chrrping, quarreliing incessantly,and chasing one anothor 


Rather common on the mrshes during the first week 
of ouresiax. 



































: Passereculus savanna, 
. 1869, 
July & 
4 Aug.» Common, breeding, in the clearing about the Glen 
House, N.H. | 
1870. | 
July 1. ‘Found several nests on the dry sand risges (Muske- | 
4 gat ) e q 
| i 
‘ 1874, i | 
: June 27, A few pairs breeding on the commons among the-much q 
: more numerous Yellow-winged Sparrows, (Nantucket), { 
; | 
: i 
| July 20, Breeding abundantly on the Green Islands , near } 
‘ Portland, | 
| 
Sept. Abundant all over the Commons (Nantucket), i 
: | 
| 1876, | 
| May 6, Abundant on Monomoy Island, (Chatham,Mass. ). | 
t 
i Apr. Li, Shot one at Point Lepreaux, \.H,. | 
| ee. | 
| Nowe 6 One (Philipg Beach,Mass.), ' 
| ad 10. Shot a male at Philips Beach, In the flesh it was | 
: a little larger and somewhat heavier than three Ipswich 
| Sparrows shot at the same time, 
: ft, Shot a female at Philips Beach, It was as fat as | 
a Connecticut Warbler, 
i 
. 
4 | 
. | 
| | 
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Pooecetes graminoeus, 
oe 


1876, 
Jume- 2, On the Stone Farm hoard 


e7 9. 
June 20, 


1882, 


re oc pea alae ei oe ales ae me rae CS an 1 
Oct.B=22 | Seen WLEC .d ring me Lirst oe 


to-day 
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only bird so far 
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1875. 


June 19, 
July 8, 


Sept.22. 
1976, 
Apr. 16, 
Dee. 6, 


1881. 
NOVe i4, 


Pooecetées gramineus, 


Numerous in the pastures at the base of Mt.Monadnock 
(NaH. Je 


Abundant throughoutvthe open fields and pastures 
f{Nantucket}~ (Marston’s Mills, Mass.), 


Numerous on the Commons (Nantueket ), 


Several at Point 'epreaux,N.B, 


Saw one in company with several Song Sparrows in a 
Rye Stubble (Marston’s Mills,Mass.), 


Shot one at Philips Beach, Its right wing had been 
injured in some way although it could fly fairly well. 
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oturniculus passerinus, 











{ Middlesex Cour , Mass 
. | 
i 1869, | 
July : humerously at Coneord, in dy \ 
here ‘in places ,'''tHe Paint, 
Rte <HéA in any C= 1 
CLOT | 
1870 i 
Juno Quite common, breed 
| 
gr | 
LoS. | 
M “ye ye ne “av Concord). | 
1879. 
July-i7. This Sparrow is fairly ebundant in Coneord. A i 
male sings morning and evening in a field opposite the . 
| 
house. } 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
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1874. 


June 27, 


Coturnieulus passerinus, 


Abundant on the commons east of the town over which 
they were evenly distributed for an extent of three or 
four miles, Often. there were three or four pairs 
breeding in an area of ono hundred yards square, Some 
individuals were shy but as a rule they were tamer than 
I have found them at Concord, The males usually sang 
om the tops of small stunted red cedars seattered over 
the plain, or when these were lacking on bayberry bushes 
and sometimes on tall weed-stalks. The ordinary song 
resembles the shrilling of some of the grasshoppers; 
it is short, feeble, and all on the same key. They 
have another Song, & Sputtering, disconnected Strain, 
often lasting half a minute, and resembling that of the 
Long-billed Marsh Wren but longer and less emphatie, 

The chirp of both sexes is different from that of any 
other Sparrow of my acquaintance; it is sharp, and has 
from one to three Syllables, It resembles the chirping 
of cortain crickets, When flushed those Sparrows rise 
Swiftly and Vigorously, twisting a little though not as 


> 


_muBbh as P,savanna; the flight then becomes steady and 


direet and is performed in long, regular umgulations, the 


Wings being vibrated rapidly like those of Cistothorus, 


The birds when Singing singing sit erect with their backs 
mueh hunched; on the ground they both run and hop, I 


did not see any lie closely like €.,henslowii, Two 


broods of young on Wing were seen, They chirped al= 
mest precisely like the adult bird (Nantucket), 


We killed thirty-six to-day. Maynard took a nest 
with five fresh eggs, It was built in a small traet of 
beach grass, The female sat closely and when started 
pretended lameness, My previous observations on this 
Species are perfectly correct, i have a new one one 
nanely that the bird frequently quivers its Wings like a 
Bluebird (Nantueket), 


Numerous on the Commons in little parties of five 
or six among the ranker growths of grass, They lay 
closely and could not be seen on the ground, Perfectly 
Silent, Flight at this season Very like that of the Sav 
anna Sparrow, Shot three in fall plumage and-one half 


Way between first and fall plumage (Nantucket), 


Abundant all over the @ommons running in the sandy 


ruts ahead of our horse and Sometimes almost under his 


feet. 
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Coturniculus henslowi, 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


Shot one in Lineoln and two i: Concord, the first 
in a meadow where I saw a male in 1870, the remaining two 
where I saw one May 25, 1867. Both meadows are of a 
peculiar character, dry under foot, broken by numerous 
little hillocks covered with cranberry vines, and, during 
our last visit June @7, with a rank growth of rue, The 
bird in /.ineoln was accidentally flushed from the grass, 
One of those killed in Concord was S inging.; it utter- 
ed a single Sl-ip at intervals of a minute or more, 
pereching at the time on a tall weed Stalk and becoming 
Silent when we approached. These birds when pursued 
lie until almost troddon on, or run like mice through 
the grass, Their flight is erratie and variable, some- 
times nearly direct like that of a Sharp-tailed Finch, 
at others in deep undulating Sweeps, the bird rising or 
falling eight or ten feet on each curve. When they 
alight they drop Suddenly in the grass, 


Shot a pair at Concord the female of which was in- 
ecubating, The male showed much anxiety perching on the 
tops of the weeds and chirping incessantly. 


Found a pair, which were evidently breeding, on the 
Coolidge Farm in Cambridge This place is certainly 
except onal, being a nowing field grown up to tall herds- 
grass, on high dry grass land bordered on one Side by an 
apple orchard, Near the centre of the field, however, 
there is a shallow depression filled with ranker grass, 
but there is no water there at any seasnn, The male on 
being pursued took to the apple trees mere he perched 
lengthways on a branch in a ¢rouching psoition, I shot 
him in one of these trees, June 28.°%* on this econd 
Visit I failed to find either the female or the nest, 


Shot 2 male on poeck Meadow, Belmont. Tt was sing- 
ing steadily. 


Three seen on Captain Voore’s meadow, Concord, 
and two, a male and a female, shot, The males sang 
from the tops of tall weed stalks; the Song is faint and 


may be perfeetly imitated by the syllables: Sl-lip given 


quickly at intervals of about ten seconds each, They 
also utter a eluek very like that of Passereculus savann: . 
When Singing they are not at all shy and may be easily 
shot, j © ground they skulk like mice and lie 
very closely, rising under foot, rarely Flying more than 
thirty or forty yards, and describing deeply undulated 
lines in the air like those of the Gold Finch, 
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Goturniculus henslowi, 


Middlesex Coun ty¥aMass 


Two males singing in Captain “oore’s maedow, Concord. 
Both evidently had nests for they chirped at me as long 
as I remained near the place, Near the Fistburgh Sta- 
tion I heard another male singing in a moist depression 
in a pasture, containing a few Square yards of meadow 
grass; while pursuing him I stepped on a tussock, and 
looking down discovered him squatted flat on the mud 
at my feet preeisely like a Snipe, I heard this species, 
the Yellow-winged, and the Savanna Sparrow, all singing 
within a few rods of ane another. 


A Male singing in a small meadow near Fifty Acre 
Meadow (Concord), The place is in every way similar to 
Captain Moore’s meadow, 






































1866, 
July 14, 


Nov. 6, 


Coturnichlus henslowi, 


Shot a male singing on the farm of the State Agri-~ 
cultural College, There were severl others, Locality 
a dry meadow bordering a large brook (Amherst ,Mass.). 


Shot one among young and stunted pines (P,rigida) 
on a high hill. It lay closely and invariably sought 
refuge among the demsest pime shrubs; it was a female 
in beautiful fall plumage and excessively fat (Marston’s 
Mills, Mass.), 
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Ammodromus caudacutus, 


Middlesex County, Mass, 


a ae 


1869, | 
June 4d, Shot one on the marshy island in the pond hole bo- 
i hind Mt,Auburn,. 
| “ 29. Young on wing (Cambridge), 
-¥S870. 
Oct. 5& Ten shot and many more seen on the Charles River 
marshes Cambridgeport. They are found exclusively at i 
this season in beds of tall sedge bordering the creeks ard 
ditches. Here it is diffieult to flush them excep t | 
at high tide, when they are forced to the tops of the 
floating reeds. On such occasions they are very tame 
and often do not fly when a gun is fired near them, | 
1972. 
Oct. 7, About two hundred seen on the Charles River marshes , 
Cambridgeport; a heavy easterly storm prevailéng at the : 
: time (Henshaw, 
ee 9, Saw about fifty on the marshes in Cambridgeport. 
i They clung pertinaciously to the beds of tall sedge about 
ten yards ahead of us, and, when drive: to the extreme 
end, doubleed back instead of taking to the open marshes, 
They were shyer on this occasion than previously, proba- 
bly from having been much shot at. They uttered two dis- | 
tinet notes, one a ehirp common to ali Sparrows, the 
other a low,harsh ery, | 
«187m, 
i Oct. 14, Shot one on the Fresh Pond Meadows, Weather cloudy 
/ and cold but not stormy. 
. 20, Started one in a meadow in the bushy Brickyard 
syamp,. 
h 
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Ammodromus caudacutus, 





1981. | 
Nove 5, Shot two at Philips Beach; one in tat? Sedge on | 
the edge of a pond ran nimbly, skulked closely and was 
hard to shoot; the other started frém beach grass on the 
said hill, 
1882, 
Nov, 3, Shot a young male on the marsh behind the sand 
Bills (Philips Beach), 
| Rye Beach, New Hampshire, 
1870. 
Augsl3~-31,. Common and evidently breeding on the Eel pond marsh, 
I took one in first plumage, 
1871. 
Auge 29, They are rather rare on the Eel Pond marsh this 


e¥erning season. After the salt grass was cut they 
sought shelter in the seanty beds of reeds left about 
the edges of pools and ditehes, 


1872. Not mentioned in my notes on this season, 
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Zonotrichia albiecolids, 
1868, aad 
Middlesex County, Mass. 
Apr. 25, Heard several males singing this morning. 
Oet. 10. One, the first. 
1869, 
Apr. 16, A male singing, 
Rather abundant, 


They have been unusually abundant this autumn, and 
are still here in numbers. 


Still abundant. 
Saw a number, 
Several. 

Dec. 11. A male in @ garden on Dana Hill, Cambridge, in full 

, song. The ground has been covered deeply with snow for 
several weeks past, and the weather intensely cold. 
1870. 

Apr. 25, A male singing. 
Several males, 
Abundant. 


One. 


The last a male. 


The first, a male (F.T.Atkinsor), 


Abundant. 
Saw only one during a long tramp, 


Apparently a second migration, as I saw several 
dozens in the course of a short walk. 


One, the last. 
Saw several but they arrived much earlier, 


Very abundant now, 


1873, 
Nov. 27, White-throated Spar row, Five in our garden, 


Mer. 87, 














Zonotrichia albicollis. 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


One shot this morning in Norton’s woods was in sin- 
gular plumage the under parts being finely striated as 
in the nestling, the back resembling that of an immature 
bird in fall, 


A male singing in ou r garden this morning, the 
first. 


Abundant every where, 


One at Concord; have seen none at Cambridge for 
three weeks, 


Saw one to-day, 


A small flock in Concord. 


General arrival (Concord). 


Abundant in large flocks (Concord), 


1877. 
Oet. ll. Singing faintly in our garden, 


L879, 
One male (Belmont), 
Several small flocks in Concord in thickets by the 
roadside, IT have seen none before for several weeks, 


Still numerous (Coneord ). 


Two in the Fresh Pond swamps, 
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1874, 


July 28. 
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June ll. 
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Zonotrichia albpecolis, 


Maine (Lake Umbagog). 


Common. We often heard it singing as late as 10 P 


Tar 


ee nests, all in open pastures under or near 
allen, lo 
ro 


re) 

@ 

gS. One found June 9 was placed direetly un- 
sitting bird; this nest cont 
hatching. 





2ined five eggs on the 


Still singing morning and evening, 


I still occasionally hear them, but they have marl 


ine 


Stopped singing, 





Z when just out of the nest have preciscly 
the same note as the adult bird. 


This is the only specimen singing now and it is 
fast lapsing into silence, 


Female sitting on an empty nest under a fallen 


a 


Nest with four fresh eggs, the female sitting, and 
not starting till nearly troddon on, The 


a9 


ad slab with a space of only a few inches ahove 


z 


ens 3 
nest Was sunk 


in the ground and aibmost completely concealed by with- 
ered last year’s ferns that overarched Loi Lhe Loca tie 
, @ i 


overed with seatteori 





Purdie found a nest pleced about four feet above 
the ground in a fallen fir. 
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Zonotrichia albicollis. | 
1879. 


1880. 


June 5, 
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d dead limb lying on the 
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Zonotrichia albieollis, 


1868, 
Auge 7. Heard several males singing in the Franconia Noteh, 
NaH. 
July & Aug. Found them very common at the Glen House,N.H, | 
1870+. ey 
July & Aug. Very abundant near the Profile House ,N.H. 
| 
i 
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Spizella monticola. 


1868, 
Middlesex County, Mass. 
var. 7, Smail flock, 
. 22. Several small flocks, 
« 25. Several males singing. 
e 29, Many males singing . 
Oct. 23. Several , the first, 
“ 31. Numerous, 
18698, 
Jan, 9, Several small flocks. 
Be Numbers, 
Mar. 20. Several. 
@ 29. Many males singing. 
Apr. 20. One, the last. 
Nov. Dee, Numerous, 
1870, | 
Jan. ll, Small flocks, 
ba 17. Several males Singing finely. Shot an albino. 
Mar.10. Much scarcer than during January and February. 
= 19, A flock of about twenty. 
° 23. Several small flocks, 
Apr, VF, Several males singing, 
- 10. Still searee, 
Nov, & 
Dee, Seen occasionally. 
1871. 
Jan, & Feb, Less numerous than usual. 
Mar, 29, In large flocks everywhere; males singing at all 
times of the day. 
‘pe, 7%, More abundant oan I ever saw them before, 


Males 
Singing at all times of the day. 
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1871. 


(Apr.12), 


° 24, 


Oet. 25. 


1867, 
Dee. 11, 


1868, 
Jan, 17, 


1869, 


1870, 
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Spizella monticola,. 


Middlesex County, “ass. 


Still abundant. 

A male singing, the last (Concord). 

A flock, one nearly white. 

Watehed about a dozen of them for sometime. Their 
flight is undulation and they pass generally through 
the topd of trees and instead of along the ground like 


the Song Sparrow; they also frequently alight in the 
tops of very tall trees, 


Heard an old male sing several times. 


os aN Chrnevk An 





1872. 
Mar. OO, 


Mar. 


Very searce now as the birds wintering with us have 
begun moving’: north, while the rush of southern mi- 
grants has not yet begun. 


A ro@licking, merry flock on the ground under cedar 
trees in Watertown, Several times [ caught a fragment 
of their fine rapid uwrble and one male Sang repeatedly, 
loudly and boldly. 


Several singing. 


Our resident birds have left, and as none have come 
from the south the species is nearly wanting hero, 


A few in the Fresh Pond Swamp in full song. 
All gone. 


Two specimens in Watertown, 


At least one hundred scattered along the bushy 
edges of the Brickyard Swamp, the males singing freely. 
The song is remarkably like that of the Canary, but shor- 
ter. Though less powerful and rieh it is very attractive 
from its wild ringing sweetness, Tt cannot be compared, 
however, to the song of the Fox Sparrow, 


Severa? 
this spring, 


in Watertown. They are unusually searece 


Numbers in a field of weeds (Concord ), 
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1879, 


Apr. 19, 


Spizella monticola, 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


Great numbers in our garden feeding among weeds, 


The country is still alive with them, 


Have seen none since April 6, when a number were 
met with in the Willows, 


Numerous to-day for 
bird on the 23d, 
the thermometer fal 


the first time; 
Weather cold ¢ 


ling to twenty 


Saw a single 
or the past two hights 
(Concord), 























° 
a 
Ay 
petit 
— 

! 


By 





Tarwv 



































66 


Spizella montiecola. 


1876, 


Several at Point Lepreaux, N.B, 


15. 


Apr. 












































Aug. 9, 


Sept.27.. 


1869, 
Apr. 17. 


Sept.27. 


Dec, 31, 


Spizella socialis. 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


Nest with four eggs (Deane), 


Nest with two eggs. 
Heard a male singing at 10.25 P.M. 


Saw a nest abo t a foot from the ground it contained 
three young. 


Saw one building. 


Nest with two eggs found. 


Several males singing. 
Shot a male with a white tail feather, 
The eggs of the seeond set have been just laid, 


The males all singihg. They now sing frequently at 
times of the darkest nights, 


ail 


A few stiil singing. 


Still abundant, 


Several, 
Abundant, frequenting beds. of weeds in large flocks 


and rising at the least alarm to the tops of the nearest 
trees, 


Saw one in Watertown, Although the weather has been 
severe the ground is now completely bare and the tempera-~ 
ture mild, 


Several males singing, 


Mete singine. : 
Several (Watertown), 


Male singing. 


General arrival, 
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Spizella socialis, 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


A male with one white tail feather, nesting in our 
garden, A bird similarly marked and doubtless the same 
individual tested there last year, 


June 20, A male feeding the sitting female at frequent in 
tervals; the nest direetly in front of my window, 


1875, 


Apr. 15. One singing this morning, the first since the 10th, 
when a single bird was seen, also singing. 


May 24. Nest four fresh eggs, 


1880, 
0et. 2B. Still numerous (Concord), 


i881. 
Oct. 27. Several in company with Chipping Sparrows (Coneord’. 
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Spisella socialis. 
i Maine (Lake Umbagog). 
Perr: 
May 30- Very On. but rarely found far into the weods. 
June 10, A nest at Newry contained four fresh eggs on May 30. 


Te7s. 
Jumese 7, 
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1870. 


July 28. 


Spizella socialis, 


Common at the Glen House N,.H. frequenting the 
darkest recesses of the forest, and occurring in the 
clearings much less frequently than the Juncos, 


In the forests about the Profile House »N.H. they 
were entirely wanting, although I saw them in the farm 
ing country below, 
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Spisella pusilla. 


Maine (Lake Umbagog). 


Heard one 
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Spizella pusilla, 


1876, ks 
May 8. Abundant (Chatham, Mass.),. 
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Juneo hiemalis. 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


1866, 

Jan, 29, Ten feeding among tall weeds, leaping upward and 
pecking at the sedd-veSsels, Every now and then as if 
startled by something they would rise and fly to the 
nearest tree; returning to the ground again after a 
short interval... 

1868, 

Mar. 8. Three, 

. a7. Several large flocks, the males all singing. 
° 22. Several iarge flocks, 

May 8. Saw one to-day. 

Sept.19. Several (Cambridge), 

Dec. Several. 

1869, 

Feb, 27. Numbers, father scaree this winter, 

Apr. 23, They have b-en very numerous but now are nearly all 
gone, 

May. 8. A female, the last (Cambridge). 

Nov, 2, Abundant, 

1870, 

Jan. 9, Several. 

« 20. Large flock, 
al 28, Six. 
° 30, Numbers, 

Mar. 23. A small flock has wintered about a thicket of ever— 
greens in Cambridge, None of the southern birds here 
yet. 

apr. 7%, | Arriving from the couth in small flocks, Wales in 
full song. 

Sept.-Noy, Arrived September 12, and continued abundant till 
December when the most of them disappeared, 

1871. 

Jan. 10, Several. At this season they are confined to. 
evergreen thickets, 

Var, 4, Flock of twelve, the males in full song, No 


Southern birds yet 




















Junco hiemalis. 


1871, 
Middlesex County, Mass. 


Numerous in large flocks, the males in full song. 


Excecdingly abundant everywhere. Many flocks num~ 
bering hundreds with Tree Sparrows and Fox Sparrows intor- 
mixed, the males of all three species singing together. 


Rapidly leaving here. 
A single female, the last (Cambridge), 


Three, 


Flock of about a dozen, the males singing, in a 
practicing manner; hey chased theRobins when ever the 
latter came near them, 


1873. 
Oet. 25. General arrival to-day , about fifty seen; the 
first were noted October 16 when two were observed, 


A small flock the mates in full song. 


Abundant in weed-grown fields and evergreen thick- 
ets. 


The migration is now at its height; saw at least 
fifty in one floek, the males uttering their monotonous 
song and continually chasing one another through the 
trees, 


A small flock among the cedars in Watertown. The 
males singing in chorus as in April, The rufus edging 
of their feathers is fast wearing off, 


A little company feeding among weeds, all the males 
keeping up that conversational twitter and low liquid 
¢lueking heard only when they are in flocks, 


Most of the resident birds have left and as none 
have come from the south the species is nearly wanting 
here, 


Shot four which were in perfect breeding plumage 
without a trace of rusty on any of the feathers, Large 
flocks of these birds were seen. 


The migration is now at its height. 


All gone, 


Abundant in Watertown, 

















Mar, 


24. 


Junco hiemalis, 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


Abundant everywhere uttering the song peculiar to 
this season. This is decidedly different from the 
trill used in the breeding season; it has many sweet, li- 
quid notes and sounds as if the bird were practicing for 
a performance which it never attains. The usual trill 
is given first, followed by a suecession of full, liquid 
notes, then by an attempt at a more elaborate melody 
which is usually broken off suddenly and succeeded by 
the monotonous trill again. Some of these fragemntary 
notes are exceedingly sweot, Sometimes a bird will sud- 
denly burst out into a rapid gush of melody, then, as if 
ashamed of his impulsiveness, return to the conventional 
trill again. All the males ima large flock will some- 
times give their exclusive attention to such a rehearsel 
for hours at a time, It is as if they were trying to 
recall some surpassingly sweet melody which they had 
once heard or used, trying it again and again, sometimes 
nearly catching the elue, but in the end failing to at- 
tain it, and, when the mating season begins, giving it 
up and returning to the dull song they feel sure of, 


About a foot of snow fell during the hight, drifting 
badly and loading the trees in a wonderful manner, (See 
more extended description under Passerclla iliaca). 

The whole country was literally filled with Juncos this 
morning; I never saw them in anything like such numbers 
before; four or five thousand would be a low estimate 
of those which came under my observation during a walk 
of a few miles and every tree, bush and thicket was lit- 
erally filled withthem, Towards noon the snow melted 
along the horse-railroad where the snow-~ploughs had re- 
moved the greater portion of it previously, Here the 
Juncos resorted in great numbers in company with Fox 
Sparrows, and often for hundreds of yards at a streteh 
they literally covered Svery inch of the exposed ground 
They have now given up their practicing arble and settlod 
down to their summer trill again, 


Still abundant, 

Saw a few. 

Several small flocks, 

Abundant in large flocks (Concord). 


One flock (Wtertown), 


Several this morning, the first. 


Forming a large proportion of about five hundred 
Sparrows fe ding on weeds in our garden. 




















Juneo hiemalis, 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


(Apr.22) The country is still alive with them. 


Nearly all gone; saw but one. 


Abundant in birehes (Concord), 


Two at Concord. They have not appeared in any 


numbers yet. 


Abundant everywhere to-day in large flocks, 
thermometer fell to twenty last night (Concord) 


The 


























Juneo hiemalis, 


Maine (Lake Umbagog). 


June —- A nest containing four fresh eggs, waS built under 
the side of a fallen log in a pasture, 


Nest with young about a week old. 


Near the bog on the Tyler road I eame suddenly upon 
a female Snow-bird-at work nest bui Liding, She bustled 
about among the leaves collecting phe mouthfuls and 
arranging them in a hollow among some SDM Of ir s.¢ Tn 
did she go over ten feet phones from the spot 
for these mate 


June 13, A nest by the roadside in Grafton was built in the 
edge of a bank in a hole that extended in and downward 
at least five inches. The bird sat sely but disap= 
peared after being anveduer ft 


L879. 


June 10, nest, beautifully e 
upturned tree, contained five 


Set of four eggs ineubated 

Sunk in the closely~cropped turf 
sheltered and perfeetly igderelepes shih. 
branch whieh some one had 

ii about four fect of 

i] I ing f Ay agate. 

ing ee ae y he haracteristi eae The male 
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beautifully coneealed by a 
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roots; contents: five young 


14, y-4, neubated about 
roadside in bank where a large 


on 
VU 6 


1880. 
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22. Set D-8, Incubated about four days—-nest on ground 
in hilly pasture, 


Incubated about four dayS-—-on ground in 


Three sets, 
two incubated severa root: banks 
placed almost exactly 1i t ¢ F Sa L BeVius.. 
The females 


when I was hice ten ya 3 away from 
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Juneo hiemalis. 


1868, 


Auge 6 Numbers on the sumpit of Cannon Mountain (Profile 
House ,N,H, 


1869, 
July &@ : 
Aug. Common, the males often Singing on the tops of 
the highest spruces (Glen House,N.H.). 





1870, 


July & 
Aug. Very common (Profile House, N.H.). 


Sept,2=10, Very common in clearings, (Forks Kennebee,Maine). 


1875, 


June 17, Several on the top of Mt.Wauchusett, 


Abundant all over the Mt.Monadnoeck, NH, 


A few about the Lighthouse at Pt.Lepreaux,N.B, 





Migrating at midday in small flocks, coming in from 
the sea out of a dense fog and alighting on the rocks 
aS Soon as they reached the point (Point Lepreaux,N.B.). 


Numbers flew against the light last night, I caught 
/one easily enough as it was fluttering againsh the galss 
(Point Lepreaux,N.B.). 
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Shot an adult female in 
cluck and nervous alarm twitt 


Middlesex County, Mass. 
was alone and very shy, 


1874, 
25. 


Mar, 























Melospiza meloda, 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


Nest with four fresh eggs 


Nest with one egg. 


Saw one building, 


Found a nest with five and a Cow Buntings. Fresh 


One singing, the first. 


Singing on every bush pile and in almost every shel- 
tered valley. 


Two males fighting. . After chasing each other 
for sometime they closed and fell to the ground together 
Struggling violently and at length lyiing nearly stili, 
apparently exhausted but still clenched together. Af- 
ter resting for nearly a minute they renewed the combat 
until they rolled into a small poll of water which ef- 
fectually separated them. 

Near, if not all, have arrived, 


They are much troubled to find food to-day as we 
had a heavy fall of snow last night. 


Building. 


Nest, ome egg; on ground. 


Heard one; I have seen them Several times before 
this winter. 


At day break this morning the old males were sing- 
ing on all sides, They are the first that I have 
heard, 


Although they are common I have not heard any sing- 
ing since February 22. 


Male singing. 


Singing everywhere, Numbers have arrived since 
yesterday. 


Nestfour eggs; on ground. 
Still numerous, 


Several. 





























Melospiza meloda, 


Middlesex County, Mass 


One. 


Two. 


Two. 

One. 

One, 

A male singin g in a practicing undertone. 

A male singing imperfeetly. 

“@le singing imperfectly. 

Singing everywhere, the borders of the roads, briary 
thickets, and fence corners literally alive with them, 
Thousands must have arrived within the last few days, 


All arrived and settled for the season, 


Building. 


Sept,= Gecasieonally Seens 
Nov, Abundant, 


NoOv,—Jan Occasionally seen, 


Dee. Si. Two, 


One at Chelsea Beach, just behind the beach 

Two (Belmont). 

One, 

One. 

Two. 

One, 

A male Singing. Only a few migrants have arrived. 
General arrival, males Singing everywhere, 
Abundant; they rarely Sing after 10 A.M. 


Nest five fresh eggs; on ground. 
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Feb, 


12. 


26, 


J 1875. 


Jan, 


Mar, 


26. 


14, 


Melospiza meloda, 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


Several, one warbling in undertone. 

Heard one singing perfectly. 

The first migran:s to-day, Saw six or seven and heard 
&@ Male sing. They were seen at frequent intervals 


through the winter. 


General arrival, 


Two, evide: tly winter residents, singing in a sub- 
duod undertone, 


About a dozen in full Song, evidently fresh arrivals 
from the south, 


One which I wing-tipped ran so fast that it reach 
ed the seeure shelter of a brush-heap, before I could 
Overtake it, alt ough the intervening distance was at 
least fifty yards, 


The migration is now at its height, every brushy 
hollow and brook=side is swarming with them, 


One in Brighton feeding on the threshholad of a sta- 
ble, 


Heard three in full song, I think, however, they 
wero resident birds, not arrivals from the South, 


Heard six or seven singing, they are far from num 
erous as yet, 


Their numbers have doubled sinee yesterday, 

A male which has bred on our place several seasons 
and which can be at once recognized by his odd and char-~ 
acteristic Sohg, appeared several days since and is now 


apparently settied for the season, 


Singing in almost every thicket of bushes in the 
Frewh Pond marshes, 


Nest with five fresh eggs. 
Young on wing, 


Three in the Fresh Pond swamp.s 


























19876. 


7. 


1879, 


Oct, 


14, 


Melospiza meloda. 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


Every thicket and brushy water course in Watertown 
was alive with these Sparrows to-day; the males were 
chanting delight®dlly and chasing one another about, 


Swarming in the Fresh Pond Swamps he migration 
is now about at its height. 


They are now exeeptionally numerous and I think the 
migration must be at its height, as there are many more 
about than are to be found in summer. They are most 
partial to thickets along fenees and roads although 
there is almost no locality where some eannot be detect- 
ed, Indeed in many swampy thickets by brooks and mea-~ 
dows they usually outnumber the Swamp Sparrows, with 
which they associate freely in such places, Early in 
the morning one may hear the youngmales practicing every-— 
where, and occasionally an old bird will recall associa- 
tions of bright April days by a few repetitions of his 
Simple strain. (Concord). 


One singing as steadily and perfeetly as in spring, 
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Melospiza melodia, 


1868, 
Aug. 7. ' Saw numbers, both adults and young, in Franconia, 
N.H. 
1869, 
July & 
Aug. Common, breeding, at the Glen House, N.H, 
1870. 
July 1. Undoubtedly bred there as we saw Several birds, 
July & 
Aug. Not numerous (Profile House), 
Sept.2-10, Rather numerous (Forks of the Kennebec ,Maine), 
1874, 


1875. 
Aept o2Be 


1876, 





Apr. 14, 





July 12, 


A bundant on Appldore Island, Ete Isles of Shoals, 
breeding among the poison ivy, wild rose, and bayberry 
bushes in the hollows among the roeks, 


Numerous on Nantucket, 


At Point Lepreaux, N.H. there were at least one 
hundred in the clearing about the lighthouse to-day, 


fifteen or twenty were killed by flying against the light 
last night. 


Migrating at midday, coming from the sca out of a 
dense fog in small flocks and alighting on the roeks as 


Soon as thei reached the point (Point Lepreaux,N.H.). 


In numbers about the lighthouse at Point Lepreaux, 
N.B. 


Abundant on Monomoy Island (Chatham, Mass.), 


One in a-tangled Swamp bordering a brook (Marston’s 
Mills, Mass.), 




















Apr. 17. 


we 
July 25, 


Sept.27, 


Oet. 26, 


1869, 


Melospiza palustris. 


Middlesex County, Vass. 


One. 


Generally dispersed through the Swamps; the males 
in full song. 


An immense bird which I shot in the Brickyard Swamp 
was singing in a remarkable manner, It uttered a sue- 
cession of notes resembling the syllables schee repeated 
four or five times, gradually rising to the terminal 
note. To my surprise it proved a female. 

Fo nd @ nest with five fresh eges. 

Found a nest containing five fresh eggs. 

Found a nest containing two fresh eggs. All the 
nests that [ have found have had a canopy of grass so 
ingeniously formed by the bird that the eggs could only 
be seen by stooping down nearly to a level with the nest. 

Several males Singing. 


Numbers of males Singing, 


The swamps literally alive with them; a male in 
full song this evening, 


Several males in full song. 


Several (Concord). 

Still abundant, 

Two. 

A number of males singing. 
Several males Singing, 


General arrival, 


One in a flock of Tree Sparrows on Dr.Wyman’s place. 























Melospiza palustria. 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


A nest with five eggs in the Fresh Pond swamp it 

was built in the usual way in a cavity hollowed in a 
bunch of dry last year’s grass which canopied and sur- 
rounded it on every side, The swamp sparrow ereecps 
quietly out of her nest when you are still a few yards 
away , usually betraying her movements by a slight rust- 
ling sound, After gliding a few yards she chirps once 
or twice uneoncernedly and begins washing herself, drink- 
ing, or even feeding busily, keeping all the while a 
sharp eye on your movements, The first time I wit- 
nessed this, I thought the action sincere and simply the 
result of the birds indifference, but I am now sure that 
this apparent indifference is really assumed and that 

she only makes a show of feeding ete.; the parents of 
three nests found lately have acted precisely in this 
way. There was no angry or anxious chriping, no exci- 
ted flitting or hopping about; the keen, searching 
glance of the bright little hagel eye alone betraying the 
mother’s really intense apprehension. But when I 
begun to take the Sggs and the failure of her ruse be- 
come apparent, she would flutter hurriedly to the spot 
and even hop into the nest the instant I remo ‘ed my hand, 
although I was sitting within two feet of it; even then 
she uttered no noise and made little fuss, Simply looking 
up at me beseachingly , and showing almost a determina- 
tion to go with the nest. 


Found four nests within a limited area in the Fresh 

Pond swamps, Two contained five young each, all nearly 
large enough to fly; four of one brood, however, were 

cold and stiff, killed by the recent heavy rain, while 
the single surviver Saéwon the top of the heap chirping 
loudly for food, The other two nests contained four and 
five eggs respectively, all perfectly fresh. They were 
evidently second nests of two that I took May 27 and June 
1, and were placed within twenty yards of the original 
Sites, One was in the top of a tussock, the other 
under a canopy of ary grass. 


Numbers seen by deane April 24, 


In autumn it is not uncommon to find this Sparrew on 
upland, especially in weed fields and asparagus beds, 
but to-day I had the novel experience of shooting one 
in bitch ines, near the top of Dakin’s Hinn, Concord; 
with several-others it was in an undergrowth of huckle- 
berry bushes, 
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Melogpiza palustris, 


1870. 


July 28, Several in a small Swamp near the Profile House, 
NH. 


Sept 0210. 


Numerous about the shores of Moxie Pond,Maine, 
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Passerella iliaca 
Middlesex County, Mass. 
1865. 
Dee. 22. Saw three and shot one, They were with a flock of 
Juncoes, 
1868, 
Mar, 22, About thirty, the first. 


. 23, A male singing. The song varies much in different 
individuals, 


26, Several males singing at sunset, 


The males singing on all sides. 


Several, the first. 


One, 
Four or five, 


Upwards of two hundred; in fact the whole country 
seemed alive with them, The males were all in full song 


They have entirely disappeared, 
One, 

Numbers, 

Still abundant. 


A number, the last, 


Upwards of a dozen; the males Sang freely. 
One; they have been Scaree this year, 
Three, the first, 

Still abundant, 


Two (Watertown), 


Three in Belmont, with the exeeption of an oecasion- 
al chirp they were quite silent, 


Saw one, 


Abundant everywhere in small companies with L.monta- 


Cola and J.Bemalées hiemalis. 




















1871 ° 


1874, 


Mar. 


31. 


1876, 


Mar, 14, 


Apr. 


3. 


Passerella iliaca. 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


Getting searce, 
The last, a single bird. 
A single bird, 


They are now abundant. 


A single bird in a floek of J.hiemalis. 


All have apparently left, [ have seen only. three or 
four this season. And heard but one male si ng, <A few 
were seen at Granteville by Henshaw, 


A flock of at least ome hundred in old oak and pine 
growth in Brookline the males singing in chorus like Black 
birds. They were extreme ly shy. 

A male in full song among evergreens in Cambridge. 


Here in moderate numbers but much less common than 
usual, 


A single bird in Belmont. 
Two in the Fresh Pond swamps in full song. 


Several in a dense thicket near the Watertown Ar— 
senal, o ne of the males singing superbly. 


A flock in the Watertown cedars the males singing 
exquisitely, although there is a foot of snow on the 
ground, 

Large flocks in Watertown, 

Migration is now at its height. 

All gone, 

Abundant in Watertown, 


Several (Belmont). 


One, orobably the last (Be?mont), 


Several large flocks in Lincoln, 


A large flock in Watertown. Some of the males 
were singing incessantly though it was nearly noon at the 
time, the songis characterized by riehness and wildness 
of expressi 
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Passerella iliaca, 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


were singing incessa:tly though it was nearly noon 
at the time, The song is characterized by wildness and 
richness of expression, and unusual compass. It is a 
masterpiece of its kind, excelling the song of the Hermit 
Thrush in boldness of execution but of course lacking 
the exquisite Serenity and purity of that bird’s perfor- 
mance, 


About a foot of damp snow fell last night drifting 
badly in places and loading down the trees, Entering 
the woods behind Mt. Auburn early his morning I found 
the treos fairly laden with moist snow whieh elung to 
every twig. The adjoining apple orchard was as dense 
and shady as in summer.Even more beautiful was the cedar 
ridge; here the trees, bent in many cases nearly to the 
ground by the weight of the Snow, formed arches and ecano- 
pies, beautiful beyond description; the wood path through 
-out this path grove was fairly roofed over by cur ving 
cedars and yellow pines, the tips of some of the trees 
thirty feet in height actually touching the ground, 
Walking beneath them the charm of their immaculate fea 
thery foliage was indiscribable, A little later the 
snow began to drop off in places revealing patches of 
bright green pine needles contrasting strongly with the 
general dazzling white around, These cedars were fair- 
ly alive with Fox Sparrows and I think I never enjoyed 
Such a surfeit of fine bird music before; nearly every 
tree had its songster all invisible like concealed musi- 
eiens in an emchanted scence, Some of these perfor- 
mers exeelled any that I have ever heard before, 

One in especial bringing out his superb melody in perfect 
ly moulded bars of rich liquid sound, this bird Sang in 
the same leisurely manner as the Hermit Thrush, in be- 
ginning he invariably hesitated a little after the first 
note, his. song really seemed to unite the best charac- 
_ teristies of the Fox Sparrow with those of the Hermits, 
I listened to him a long time and left the Spot with re- 
luetence, For sometime afterward I could catch the 
higher notes of this bird and easily distinguish them 
from those of his companions, By noon the snow had all 
melted from the trees and the scene was entirely changed; 
even the birds seemed to have disappeared as I saw few on 
my way back, Fox Sparrows ere in great abundance 
_wvery where to-day, even in the City gardens, They 
Sang more or less through the entire day. 


Immense numbers everywhere, mostly in apple orchards; 
many of the males singing gloriously, : 


A few still remain, 


Abundant in large flocks (Coneord), The first was 
Seen here October 14, 


A single bird, the last of the season (Watertown), 





























Passerella iliaca, 
1879, 
Middlesex County, Mass. 


Apr. 19, At least one hundred in our garden feeding among 
weeds, 


22. Although the country was alive with them yesterday 
I saw only two to-day, during an extended excursion, 


Numbers at Concord in Company with Juncos, 





















































Passerella iliaea, 


In numbers about the Light-house at Point Lepreaux, 


N.B, 


Migrating at Midday, coming in from the sea out of 
a dense fog, and alighting on the rocks-as soon as they 
reached the Point (Point Lepreaux,N.B2.) 











1876, 
Apr. 30, 


Sept. 29, 


Pipilo erythrophaimus, 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


A pair. 
A female building, 


Found a nest wth two eggs. 


A male and female, evidently paired, 
Several (Concord). 


One (Waltham). 


One (Newton), 

Several males, 

Nest with two young fully fledged; male showed 
great solicitude, tumbling about on the ground, with 


trailing wings and full-spread teil, 


One, the last. 


A male (Concord). 


Abundant, 


Several males, 

Its love note is a low feeble, Ze-e~ep. 

A nest at Concord with four fresh eggs. 

A nest with three fresh eggs; the female stole 
quietly off when I was within about four feet keeping 
Silent at first but uttering an angry che-wink and ap- 


proaching near me, when she found that T had diseovered 
her treasure, 


One (Waltham). 

Numbers (Concord), 
Several (Concord), 

One, the last (Concord), 


One (Concord), 























Pipilo erythrophalmus. 


Middlesex County, Mass. 





Five or six in a swampy thicket in Concord, The 
young males which I shot had the eyes as red as in spring 
adults. 


One in a brush fence (Concord), 


Several (Concord), 


Several in a brush-grown pasture. A little after 
Sunseb one of the adult males sang twice; the first 
time that [I havee ever heard the song in autumn (Concord). 
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1875. 


June 17, 


° 19. 


July 8, 


1882, - 
July 2. 


Pipilo erythropthalmus. 


Common on Mt.Wauchusett. 


Several singing on Monadnoek (N.H,) above Timber- 
line in a little hollow among the rocks, 


Numerous (Marston’s Mills,Mass. ), 


Gommon from Portland to a few miles west of Norway 
Maine, 
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Author Smith tells me that he has 
line, probably an eseaped cage bird, 














Hydemeles ludoviciana,. 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


1866, 
June 19. Nest with three fresh eggs. 





1867. 
May Sl. Nest found with one egg, Fresh, 


1868, 
May 9, Shot one, 


1869, 
May 16, A male singing, 





1870. 


May 13. A male, 


June 1. Nest four fresh eggs; birch sapling; ten feet. 


Malo sitting, 


A male (Wtertown ), 





Several males, 





At least a doan along the base of Wverly Hill. 
They were evidently migrating, 








Two males in full song. The woods are still es 
bare and forlorn as in winter, 


Hearing a male singing I followed him a short dis- 


tance when he flew into a haif finished nest and settled 
down comfortably as if sitting on eggs. 


May 10, Seen at Newton, 





June 21, Watched a female to a half finished nest. 

July 2. Visited the nest found building June 21 it contain- 
@d one egg which appeared to be the complement, for it 
had been incubated several days. 


Aug. 30, A flock of seven or eight, a11 in brown plu mage, 
in the Fresh Pond swamp, 


Sept. 9, Saw several, 
1876, 
May ll, General arrival (Belmont), 


2 23, Saw only three during a tramp from Lincoln to Con- 
cord, 



































LSige 


June 


3. 


Hydemeles ludoviciana, 


Maine (Lake Umbagog). 


Rather common at 
from Bethel, 


Saw a young bird in fall plumage on the Megalloway 
River; it was shy and restless, alighting on the tops 
of the tallest trees and uttering its fall-note, which 
somewhat resembles that of the Blue Bird, 


They are getting numerous and evidently coming in 
from the north, I saw several small f ‘Ss to-day along 


Ss 
the wooded banks of Cambridge River. They flew from 
tree to tree, usually alighting on the tops, and utter 


ing the peculiar fall note already described, 


1 young, one accompanied by a su» 
perb ad male Om by ane fee eiiaitiny The young 
saitoael 7 the sent > nete peculiar to the autumn but 
also the sharp click of the adult. 


a. 


Saw several broods of young on Upten Hid, 


A number hearc Singing at different points around 
the Lake, 


u 


far noted, 


Dixville Notch, 


the Middle Dam, 









































Hydemeles ludoviciana, 


Several near the Glen House, N.H. They were all 


seen in the same place and were perhaps members of the 
same brood, 




















1866, 
June 9S, 


1867, 
June 18, 


1868, 


May 28, 


June 6, 


July 20, 


1869, 


May 17. 


June 9, 
1870. 
May 21, 
Sept.22. 
1871. 
May 21. 
>. tk 
Sept.29, 
1874, 
Sept.25, 
1875, 
May 14, 


June Il, 


Cyanospiza cyanea. 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


Nest with four eggs, 


Found a nest with one fresh egg, 


A male. 


One building, 


Male singing. 


Several males. 


Nest two freshe eggs; raspberry bush, 


General arrival, 


One, the last. 


A male, 
Abundant, 
Shot a young female, the last, 


A male in full song at Concord. Also saw a brood 
of young on wing, 


Three males, 

Singing every evening in our garden: its notes in 
the gathering twilight sound more tender and beautiful 
than at ordinary times, 

They are very searee this season, 

A female has built two nests in our garden and de- 
serted both shortly after they were finished, in the 
second instance laying one egg. The first nest was in 
@ pair tree, the second in a lilac, 


A male singing in Belmont, 


Shot an adult male in fall Plumage. 









































Cyanospiza cyanea, 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


One (Belmont). 


One in perfeet autumn plumage shot by Frazar in 
Watertown, 


One male (Concord). 


Several males at Belmont, 


One shot by Spelman in the Fresh Pond Swamps, 


Several in company with Swamp Sparrows among long 
grass in @ marsh interspersed with Glumps of bushes, 


A male in full song at Concord. Also saw a brood 
of young on wing. 


SS 






































Cyanospisa cyanea. 


Maine (Lake Umbagog). 


28734 
May 30. ingle male just above the Noteh, 





1872, 


June == a PaLron Upton Arg 1s 


1876, 
Jsune‘Z]. Singing in Godwin’s 


o> if 


pasture, 


A male singing interva during the 
elm by the window. 


Several males at the lower set? 


t 
loway. 


Apparently abundant this season; heard-at least a 
dozen to=day betweon Upton and East B Hill, Andover road, 
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Cyanospiza eyanea. 


1868, 
Aug. 7 


Several males singing at Plymouth, N.H, 





1870. 


July 28. Not found in the Franconia Noteh, but common in the 


farming country below. 


1875, 


June 17, Common about the base of Mt.Wauchusett, 



































1865, 
May 930, 


1866, 


June 5, 


Sept. 7.. 


1867. 
June 6, 


1868, 


26 


July io 


Aug. 8, 
Sept.16, 


1869, 


May 12, 


July ll. 


Sept.19. 
Oet. 14, 


1874, 


_kinson. 


Doliehonyx oryzivorus, 


Middlesex County, Mass. 
Nest with two eggs (R.Deane),. 
Nest with five eggs. 
Heard a male sing as well as at the height of the 


breeding scason, 


Found a nest with five fresh eggs, 


Several males in the Brickyard Swamp singing on the 


tops of bushes at sunrise, / lin may! /¥ fo ~ Kbit on fuk try | Fagor 


Already in flocks, both sexes uttering the fall note, 


but the males occasionally singing. 


Small flocks, 


All gone, 


Several males singing, 


First female, 


Several, 


General arrival, 
First female, 
Collecting into large flocks, 


Saw one flying over the Fresh Pond gvamp in company 


With two Dendroeca striata. 


A young bird shot in the Fresh Pond swamps, by At- 
It ws exeeedingly fat. 


In full song on the Fresh pond marshes, 


A nest containing five eggs ineubated a few days, 


Female sat so closely that I negly trod on her. 


af 
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Dolichonyx oryzivorus, 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


Seen at Newton, 
Several broods on wing. 


They are now collecting in flocks and migrating, 
for I heart the metallic ehink of birds passing overhead 
every night. 


They came in by thousands this evening to roost in 
the Presh water marshes about Block Island after spend- 
ing the day on the salt marshes, They arrive much ear- 
lier in the afternoon than the Blackbirds, Robins, ete. 

_ whieh roost in the adjacent maple swamp, 


The bulk are now gone but many small flocks remain, 
Still here in small numbers. 


Several, 


Saw a fow in the Fresh Pond marshes, 


Six or eight sitting on the tops of bushes in Rock 
Meadow singing in chorus, 


| Over the Great Yeadows at Concord, restless strag- 
‘gling flocks of Bobolinks were trooping incessantly. 
Several young that I shot although fully fledged and 
strong on the wing, were still being fed by the females, 
The latter were moulting and I killed two unmistakable 
adults that were entirely without tails, The adult 
males were still waring their full breeding piumage liv- 


‘ery and their plumage looked perfeet although I did not 
Shoot any of them, 




















Dolichonyx orisivorus, 


Maine (Lake Umbago 


&). 


LSis~. 
June 3— 
14. . 


several males numerous, 


At Brown’s Farm on 


abundant, 
whirling about over the 


A male singing on 


Heard one on Upton 


Fairly common this season in the mowing fields on 
the older farms; t..le Six males heard during a drive 
of two miles this 


ie) 

















186e, 


Dolichonyx oryzivorus, 


July & Aug. Several small flocks seen in the clearing at the 


1874, 
June 18, 


Glen House,N.H. 


Said to be uneommon here, I saw none (Marston’s 
Mills ,Mass.), 


Rye, Beach, New Hampshire, 


Large flocks continually passing for the past three 
days, All are now in fall plumage, 


Continually passing in immense flocks .4c%h m aaurd her, 


An immense flock, high up, flying north, I have 
noted a similer counter migration on the part of Totanus 
flavipes. 

Heard them passing over in large numbers last night. 


Heard their musical chink a few times during the 
past night but most of them have evidently gone by, 


Heard them passing over last hight, 


The migration is about at its height. 
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Votothrus pecoris. 
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1865, 


May 15. An egg in nest of Purple Finch (Deane), 


July 23. A flock of about forty seen in a field where oats 


had been recently sown, 























Motothrus peeoris. 


Maine (Lake Umbagos 











Cow 
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Aug. 9, 


Sept.27. 


Agelacus phoeniceus, 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


A flock of a dozen or more on the Coolidge “arm, 
Waltham, They seemed to be all males and were singing 
freely. They were feeding on the ground and were ex- 
ceedingly shy. 


Nest with four eggs. 


A number of adult males singing in chorus preeisely 
as they do on their first arrival in sprin g--(Fresh Pond 
Swamp ). 


Numbers roost nightly in the Fresh Pond swamps in 
company with Rusty Grackles. They arrive soon after 
sunset in large floeks and-pitch into the bushes, keep= 
ingup a great racket until it gets dark, Early in the 
morning they rise in one immense Flock (usually) and de~ 
part towards the west. 


Shot a young male which had the shoulders of a dull 
yellow, the rest of the plumage nearly like the female. 


Three or four males on the tops of low bushes in 


the Briskyard swamp, As the sun rose they began their 
usual song. 


‘Still here in spite of the deep snow. 


A nest was found containing four eggs, 


The young now in flocks with their parents; a fow 
adult males still singing. 


They fly over head every evening in company with 
Crow Blackbirds, 


A few still in the Fresh Pond swamps, 
A large flock of these and Rusty Blackbirds roost 
nightly in the treeless Brickyard Swamp, arriving from 


the westward just at dusk and leaving for the same diree~ 
tion early in the morning, 


Several at Concord this morning, 
A flock of twenty migrating. 


The bushy portions of the Fresh Pond swamps alive 
with them; all males and all in full song. 


Saw a floek of nearly a thousand going to roost in 
the reeds on the edge of Charles River above Watertown, 























Agelaeus phoeniceus, 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


23. About fifty during the day. They did not seem to 
be in as large flocks as usual for I did not see more 
than ten together, 


A large flock, 
Abundant; no females seen yet. 


Nest two fresh eggs. 


Three males in the tops of some tall oaks bordering 
@ pond, all in full song andvery shy. 


Most of them are now. scattered through the meadows 
and swamps, but a few flocks still frequent the uplands 
The first females were seen about April 15, Both sex- 
SS are now so tame that they can be shot without diffiecul- 
ty, whereas carly in the season it*was almost impossible 
to get a shot at them. 


1872. 


25. Thirty or more males in full Song; in company with 
three or more Crow Blackbirds, 


General arrival at Concord ; males scattered all 
over the meadows, 


A flock of about twenty five feeding in an old corn 
field; several of the males sang. 


1874, 


Mar. 21. Ten or a dozen in the tops of tall oaks in Water= 
| town all in full Song, recalling pleasant recollections 
of June meadows, billowy seas of waving grass, the croak 
of the Rail and the mellow trill of the Swamp Sparrow. 
A single bird of this species was seen yesterday , 


Seattered about Single over the Fresh Pond swamps 
for the first time. 


Shot a male on the Fresh Pond marshes, It was salor 


| A single bird in the Fresh Pond Swamps, apparently a 
male in full plumage, 


Several males Singing in Watertown, 


Numbers of males se 


attered about OverRock Meadow 
Belmont, Singing freely, : 
































(Apr.2) 


May 27. 


Dee © 


16, 


1876, 


Mar. 


Te. 


Agelaeus phoeniceus,. 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


Scattered about every_where over the Fresh Pond 
marshes and in full song. 


Two nests four eggs each. One fresh the other 
Slightly ineubatcd. One of the nests was almost pend- 
dant in a tall bush over the waeber water. The other 
between some slender upright stalks was barely a foot 
above the ground and well-~concealed by & eanopy of dry 
grasses, 


Examined nine nests in the Fresh pond swamps; seven 
were in the tops of tussocks, two suspendeddin bushes, 
eight had four eggs each, one three, 


Numerous flocks going to roost in the Maple Swamp 
near Block Island this evening. (See Gen.Obs. under Tur- 


dus migratorius ) 


In the Swarms of Blackbirds passing to the roost 
at Block Island this evening I saw none of this species, 


In the evening flight of Blackbirds at Block Island, 
I saw none of this species to-night and am very sure that 
all have left this locality, 


Found a last-year’s nest suspended from the hroizon- 
tal branch of an oak, about six feet above the ditch, 


Several large flocks passed overhead in Watertown, 
uttering their call-netes and cireling once or twice, 
but continuing on northward. One flock contained about 
fifty individuals. All seen were males, 


A flock of at least two hundred alighted in the 
branches of a huge oak, covering it as with a sable pail 
and uttering their varied notes in their usual gigling 
chorus. 


Several Red-wings scattered about the flooded mea- 
dows in the Fresh Pond marshes perched on isolated bush- 
eS, uttering their rich guttural notes, 


Numbers in a flock of Crow Blaekbirds in our gar- 
den spending most of their time on the ground but occa~ 
Sionally flying to the tree-tops and singing in chorus, 


Driving by the Fresh Pond Swamps this afternoon TI 
found numbers of these birds perched on the trees over 


the water while their familiar kong-quer=-ree came to the 
ear from every side, 


Two flying over Rock Meadow, 
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Agelaeus phoeniceus, 


1874, - 


June 30. Seven adults killed,-~in the finest plumage I have 


ever soon, A female had the shoulder as red as that of 


the immature male, the throat of a deep rose-color (Nan- 
tucket). 


Shot one in unusually high plumage (Chatham,"ass,), 


Abundant onMomnomy Island {Chatham, Mass,). 
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Sternella magna. 


1871. 
Oct .18-20,. Abundant (Marston’s Mills, Mass.). 


1874,- 
Nove @ Abundant as usual (Marston’s Mills,Mass.). 


1875. 


June 16, Abundant along the roads between Concord and Prine- 


July 8. Abundant every where (Marston’s Mills, Mass). 


Sept.22. Saw numbers on Nantucket, 


Several on a salt marsh on Coatue Point (Nantucket). 


Abundant on Momonmoy Island (Chatham,Mass, ) 


More abundant at Chatham, Mass, than I have © ver 
it elsewhere, Exceedingly shy. 


A large flock (Marston’s Mills,Mass, 






































Ieterus spurius,. 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


A pair in our garden in Cambridge, the male an 
immature greenish bird with a black throat. They utter- 


ed a note exactly like the ecac of the Red=winged Black- 
bird, 


























Ieterus spurius. 


1868, 


June 19, Saw several at Springfield,Mass. Their song resem 
bles that of the Purple Fineh, 














Teterus baltimore, 
Middlesex County, Mass. 
Building; nest afterwards deserted, probably I 
because I watehed it too closely. 


Nest with six eggs (#.Deane). 
Nest with one egg, 


Saw one building, 


A male was seen tomday. 

Several males, 

A female. 

The song of the male is now Seldom heard, both old 
. 8nd young, being busily engaged in opening pea pods, 


_@ating cherries and committing similar depredations, 


They have not left us yet for I heard the full, 
rich notes of a male to-day, 


| Saw at least a dogn males during the day. The 
chrry trees are in full blossom a sure Signal, apparently, 
for the appearance of this bird, 


They seem *o have all arrived as the gardens and 
orchards are full of them, Saw first female to-day . 


Nest nearly finished, 


One seen at Cambridge, Mass.4J.A.Allen). 


Two more. were seen to-day. 


General arrival, 


A general arrival; saw and heard humbers of males, 
|The vegetation is decidedly ahead of the birds this 
year, as the cherry blossoms are beginning to fall, 


The first female, 


Abundant, although the trees are leafless and the 
cherry blossoms noy yet out, 
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Ieterus baltimore. 


Middlesex County, Mass, 


Several. 
Numerous in Cambridge to-day, 


After an interval of comparative silence, they have 
begun to sing rather regularly, especially in the carly 
morning and again at sunsét, 


The adult males are in full song. The young males 
are practicing singing and some of them perform nearly 
aS well as the old birds, 


Singing freely in Watertown. Sew several adult 
males in superb fall plumage, 


‘} 


Only a few remain, 
They all left about Semtepber 5, 


A fine adult male was shot to-day in Wellesley and 
sent to Maynard to be mounted, It was in perfect plu- 
mage and good condition and showed no Signs of injury 
of any kind. 


Although the cherry blossoms are not yet out these 
Orioles arrived May 6; they are not numerous as yet and 
I saw only three today. 
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Scolecophagus ferrugineus, 


Maine (Lake 
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Scolecophagus ferrugineus, 


1870. 
Sept 22-10, 


Saw them occasionally in twos and threes (Forks Kenre 
bee, Maine), 
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A large flock(with many Red-wings intermingled) in 


our garden, spending most of their time on the ground 


but eocéasionally rising to the tree=tops and sing ng in 
chorus, 
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Quiscalus purpureus aeneus, 


June 


the «ety . r pee Pe : : 
1@ Stubs; females build ing. 




















1874, 
June 27, 


1876. 
Avr. 14 


Vay 8. 


143 


Quisealus purpureus aeneus. 


Abundant breeding in the stunted pines (Nantucket). 


Saw one at Point Lapreaux,N.! 


Abundant eoming abou t the house in. large flocks 
(Chatham,Mass.). 




















Corvus carnivorus. 


Middlesex County, Mass, 


1875. 


Aug, 24, Maynard reesived a young bird from Tyngsboro, Mass, 
a few days age since. 
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Corvus carnivorus,. 


1876, - 


Apr, 18, One passed the Point this morning. Soming almost 
within shot of the lighthouse; he looked very like a 
Crow, and longer, rather than lapger. Flight easier, 
with occasional intervals of sailing. This bird is 


Said to breed om the face of a rocky cliff about a mile 
east of the Point (Point Lepreaux,N.38.). 


























Corvus americanus, 


Middlesex County, Mass, 


Nest with two eggs. 


Nest with five eggs found fresh, 


Many flocks flying north; a few remained through 
the winter, 


At least two hundred in different flocks, all flying 
northward, 


Apr. 15. Nest with five fresh eggs. 
Sept.26, A flock of about thirty. 
1869, 

Apr. 30, Nest five eggs, fresh; yellow pine, 

Oet. 30, The day was windy and cold and multitudes of Corvus 
passed southward, flying in large seattered companies 
low down, 

Still flying southward in large flocks, 
A flock of upwards of a thousand migrating. Anoth~ 
| @r floek of a hundred or more alighted in a plou ghed 


field, walking quickly about in search of food, and oc- 
casionally fighting noisily for some choice morsel, 


Several. 
Large numbers in a loose sca‘tered flock flying in 
@ northerly direction. A few passed the winter with 
us as usual. 
31. Flying northward all day. 
22. | Nest two freSh eggs. 
25, Large flecks migrestes southward. 
bee, Si. | Have seen them pocestunebiy up to this date. 
1871, 


Jane& Feb, Scen at intervals byt rather searee this winter. 


Var. Se I think the migration has commenced as I saw several 
large floeks flying northward. 
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(Apr.29) 


May 2. 


Oct. 28, | 


1872. 


Apr. 2. 


Mar, 20, 


Apr. 16, 


Apr. 15. 
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Q " i fd 
Corvus americanus, and C. cas. fragers (hase 


a Sahay ay Se ORL ly ee 
Middlesex County, Mass, f Cogn / 


Nest in fork of an oak tree with three fresh eggs. 
E.P.Atkinson, 


Nest in pine tree with six eggs containing large 
embryos, 


A large flock migrating. 


The height of the migration is passing. 


Still migrating, 


Their numbers have increased perceptibly within the 
last few days and they are becoming more noisy and rest- 
less. 


Numerous flocks flying northurd at sunset, mostly in 
compact bodies of thirty or more, 


A nest in pitch pines in Wetertovm, The old birds 
fliying about and ealling Loudly, an unusual action as 


. y ~r Le . * c * wa 
they are ordinarily vory silent about the nest. 


The migration has apparently begun, 


One shot to-day had its stomach filled with sedar 
berries and a few larvae, 


These birds are more or less datzled by the sun 
on the newly fallen snow at this season, I shot one 
to-day by standing perfectly motionless in the snow as 


it was flying towards me. 


A nest with four eggs, the birds were about and 
when I e¢limbed the tree cireled overhead calling angrily 


but keeping out of gun-shot, Nest in second growth 
pine; height twenty feet, 


Some young in a nest in a yellow pine kept up a 
eontinual whining ery, 


A nest in the top of a wild apple tree in a pasture 


about fifteen feet above the ground contained three de- 
serted eggs, one pierced by the bill of some bird. The 


turf under the tree was fairly covered with sticks of 
various sizes which the Crows had dr 


Oowres i ro 
One passed over our place yesterday morning pursue 


by about twenty common crows, and uttering his notes six 
or eight times in suecession, 












































(May 29) 
F 1876, 


Feb. 15, 


Mar, 18, 


a 22. 


Oets. 18, 


Oct. 25. 


1875, 


Mar. 22, 


May 27. 


Gorvus americanus, 


Middlesex County, Mass, 


Nest with one young bird a few dyas old, 


They have been very scarce this winter although the 
weather has been exceptionally mild. 


Abundant and very noisy this morning. 


Large, loose flocks winging their way northward all 
day against a high north-west wind. I shot one of two 
sitting in aWé@low tree, The surviver, which started 
off at the report of the gun, returned upon seeing its 
companion fall and hovered over it for nearly a minute 
making a great out_Lery. Later in the day I shot another 
by the roadside in #ltham, Over this bird a large flock, 
of whieh it had been one, hovered, dashing down at inter- 
Vals like Terns and cawing themselves nearly Rerse hoarse. 


Two nests in ,ineoln, both in the extreme tops of 
pines, The old birds started off when I came under 
the trees, and flew Stealthily away through the woods 
keeping perfeet silenee, i 


An immense flock passing southward (Concord), 


Many flocks migrating this morning (Concord), 


Immense flocks migrating south; the weather for 
the last two night® has been cold, the thermometer fall- 
ing to-20° and the ground freezing for the first ti me 
(Concord), 


The migration has apparently begun, 


Found the seco nd nest of the pair I robbed April 
27; it was about one hundred yards from the original 
site, in a slender pine about twenty feet above the 
ground, The sitting bird flew off when I tapped the 
tree and with her mate circled overhead cawing loudly 
but keeping out of gunshot. The four eggs contained 
large embryos, 
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Corvus americanus, 


1874, 
July 7. A nest on Muskegat built on the top of a bayberry 


bush not more than four feet high, We saw three young 
Crews in the Vicinity, 


1875. 
Sept.23, Very abundant everywhere on Nantucket, 


1876, 


Apr. 15. A number migrating at mid-day, coming in from the 
Sea during a dense fog (Point Lexreaux,N.B, ) 
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im perfect acéor 
1865, 


Feb, 15, 


A flock of about cighte 
Cemetery. 


en behind the Cambridge 
Have seen none before since 
not think they have wintered, 
Apr. 25, 


November, 


Do 
Nest with one egg (R.Deane), 
May 10, 


Nest with five eggs Slightly incubated (Cambridge 
Cemetery). Another June 7 with three 
eggs (Freench), 


perfectly fresh 











Cyanocitta cristata, 


Maine (Lake Umbagog) 


make off ¥ ata) hotly purs 


ago while 
birds passed over- 
a compact body 
of sight over 
* emar kat Dis Q 
thereowere at least forty 

Plpock and By. flow lower down, 


heading to the eaStwe 4rd ssed 


woods, 


in 
alders, 


A brood of ; 
bowed her body uttering: 
Bole. 


A noisy party of at least dozen 
woods precisely as in 


flak ing 
autumn Within 

have seen much larger flocks Fite 
Blaekbirds, 


1882, 
Oct, 8—22 seen or heard 


‘ aS numerous and promine: 
Some of the hunters ear 


ho means 


deny tt, 





eT — pian maa 
2 ee ines Saas oan hana eR ER 





Cyanocitta cristata. 


1869. 
July & Aug. Blue Jay, very common near the Glen House, N.H, 
frequenting the lonely forests where they were very tame, 
often permitting an approach within a few yards, 


1870. 


July 29-— 
Aug. 13, Numerous in the forests abont the Profile House, N.H, 


Sept .2=9, Very abundant at the Porks of the Kennebee ,Maine, 
frequenting second-growth=birches and the borders of 
clezrings. Here for the first time I saw them unmista= 
kably migrating, passing southward high in air in flocks 
of fifty or more. 


1876, 
Dee, 6, Abundant everywhere in these woods (“arston’s Mills, 
Mass. ). , 


1882, 


June 20, Nest with three oggs, In fork of red maple The 
female started off only when I shook the tree; she 
Screamed continuously while I was taking the eggs (Milton 
Mass. ). 


? 


In the mountains beyong Norway, Maine, some Blue 
Jays in a thieket by the roadside wore imitating the ery 
of Buteo bennsylvanicus, and so perfectly that I was en 
tirely deceived, 











Perisoreus canadensis. 
One seen in a garden in West Newton by 0.J.Maynard 


and Perey Aldridge. 
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Perisoreus canadensis. 


Maine (Lake Umbagog). 


One alighted 
the house, Godwin 
in Summer, 


Shot a young bi which was moulting and chanvi 

Lieto te plumage 1 the hill-side bchind the house 

Shot one in arly Bip aligele fall plumage, When 

first seen it was sit the top of a spruce several 

hundred yards away. mn discovering us it immediately 

pread its wings and sailed without a ig eee flap direct 
towards us, alighting in a bush within a few yards, 
utterex a s¢olding chatter almost precise like that 
the Baltimore Oriole, 


onard’s Pond, They uttor 


company of three on the Tyler 
ey 


move so rapid pilot the 
woods that i them, 
A wing-broken one Diba bmed sean hen spestcne aaa and 
bit fiercely but witht too little power to cause pain, 
The others passed on pay ing n ax Oo its cries, 
1876, 
June A flock of si even en and one 


A small flock near the mouth of Rapid Riv contain 
several young birds a Ok y grown, but sti bm first 


nhiheihna Hayward tells me that it is generally known 
Species breeds in Mareh; nevertheless 
very rarely found, 


1880, 


June 7, A brood of young accompani< by both parents in a 
a lonely cove; The young ok aS black as Grackles, 
The family kept woll-toge ther lect sien fy tree to tree 
in their usua Manner , '@ the shore and keeping 
perfect silence, 


lake shore, 
lapping; once it 
S@iled in eireles 1i} 
Hawk. t was every where fo ei léade and mobbed by 
Smaller birds, 


was of alterna 
above the tncila ee hareiar 


L882. 
0et, 8-22 Not 
swamps, 
clearings where they ven 
See tet grasshoppers a 


crops of these killed also 
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1876, 


Mar. 


18, 


Perisoreus canadensis, 


\ 


Met this bird for the first time. Very tame, 
approaching within a few feet and eyeing me curiously, 
Flight gliding and perfectly noiseless, They kept much 
among the undergrowth, hopping on the ground under the 
old logs and stumps. Notes: a shrill hawk-like Scream 
and a low chatter (Forks of the Kennebec, Maine) 


e 


Two received in the flesh from Houlton, Maine, were 
eVidently not breeding, 
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1875, 


NOV. 


Nov, 22, . 
Saw only two or three of this species, 


S. 


1876, 


Mar. 


30. 


Eremophila alpestris. 


Abundant in floeks of twenty to thirty near the mouth 
of Ipswich River, where they were feeding both on the 
mashes and sea beaches, but few alighting on the sand- 
hills. In general habits and motions they strikingly 
resemble the smaller sandpipers. Their notes are somo-= 
what like those of the Titlark but louder and more mel low; 


when by themselves they were fery tame, but if feeding 


with the more wary Snow Buntings usually startéd with 
them, 


H.B.Bailey, found this species abundant to-day on 


Ward's Island, Béston Harbor. 


Much less abundant than on the ¢wem 20th and de~ 
cidedly outnumbering the Snow Buntings, they fed chiefly 


along the edge of the mud-flats but occasionally on the 
_¢losely cropped turf of the hill tops (Ipswich), 


Saw a Single large flock at the Mouth of Ipswich 


River, 


During a day spent at the mouth of Ipswich River 


About a dozen at the mouth of Ipswich River, They 
are said to have ben abundant there the first of this 
week, 


Several large migrating flocks passed over Point 
Lepreaux, N.B, 


A large flock (Marston’s Mills ,Mass,). 


Small floek (Philips Beach,Mass.),. 


Several flocks at Philips Beach feeding in a field 
green with sprouting winter wheat, 


A-flock of six or eight in a ploughed field (Philipis 


| Beach). 























1865, 
May 30. 


1866, 
May 31. 


1867. 


May 31. 


June 15, 


186s. 


Tyrannus carolinensis. 


Middlesex County, Mass 


Nest, four eggs (Deane). 


Nest just finished. 


Saw one building. 


Found a nest with four eggs. 


Seen at Concord to-day, 
One to~day, 


Found a nest ready for the eggs, It was built in 
the upright fork of a willow tree only about eighteen 


inches above the surface of the water in whieh the tree 


Was growing. 


Found 2 nest placed in a low bush growing in the 
centre of a small pond, in fact just such a place as a 
Red-wing would select. 


Still numerous, 


One. 


Seen at West Newton (C.J..). 


Shot two males which when living, I had took to be 
@ pair, as they kept close together, alighting side by 
side and following one another in all their flights, 


Nest with two fresh eggs, 


Found six inhabited nests on Coneord River in the 
space of a mile, All were placed in bushes growing in 
the water, and at an average height of about two feet ova 
the water, We found some nests within twenty yards 
of each other, Surprisingly near for such quarrelsone 


‘birds. The pair were always in the immediate Vicinity 


and on several occasions the females were sitting steadi- 
ly on empty nests, 


Numbers, 


Several nests on Concord River on low branches over- 
hanging wawer, 




















(June 1), 


Tyrannus carolinensis, 


Middlesex County, Mass, 


A pair building in our orchard. Shortly after 
Sunset every evening the male mounts into the air to a 
considerable height and then plunges and dashes about, as 
if crazy, uttering his characteristic cry incessantly. 
This performance which I have noticed before seems to 


correspond with the evening song-flight of the Oven -—bird 
ad some other species. 


Five or six at Concord, 
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Tyrannus carolinensis. 


1866, - 


July 10. An adult bird feeding on cherries (Middlesex County, 
Mass.). 


1869, 


July & Aug. Noticed several of these birds in the dense Spruce 
forest at the foot of Mt.Washington (Glen House,N.H, ) 


1870. 


July 28. Saw them up to the edge of the woods (Profile House, 
Nets ve 
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Myiarchus crinitus. 


Middlesex County, Mass, 


Shot a pair at Fairhaven Bay, Concord, The female 
was on the point of laying her first egg. The male 
was tame and silent; the female noisy and shy, They 
were in dense shrub oaks at the base of the Cliffs, 


One in Waverly woods 


One in Belmont near Prospect Street, Its note a 
loud,shrill sheep. 
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1868, 
June i, 


1873. 
Nov. 22, 


Myiarchus crinitus. 


A pair seen by Deane at ‘ortland, Vaine, 


Author Smith tells me that he found this Species 
common in 3rookline, last spring; hé shot nine and could 
have taken many more, They frequented bireh swamps 
and remained all summer, 


Heard dozens in the oak and maple woods on the sides 
by Mt.Wauchusett, 
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Contopus borealis. 
Middlesex County, Mass. 


1867, 
June 18. Found two nests, one with three eggs the young 

' being far advanced, the other containing four eggs which 
had been sat on only a few days. They wer: placed on 
the horizontal branches of rather small piteh pine trees, 
cone about fifteen feet above the earth, the other twenty 
The old birds darted at mé@, passing within a few feet of 
my head and snapping their bills furiously. After the 
removal of their nests I think they nested again in the 
Vicinity for the males Sang there as usual, 


A male at the Waverly oaks, Belmont. He was Very 
shy e284 perching on the tops of some dead syeamores and 
calling at frequent intervals phe-bea; this heard above 
the rushing of the brook sounded very sweet and plain- 
tive, 


Found two nests in Watertown, one containing two, 
| and the other three fresh eggs. The former was built 
in a dwWebs pine at the height of only about eight feet, 
| @md the latter at the very extremity of an apple tree 
branch, perhaps twelve feet above the surface of a small 
pond on the banks of which the tree grew, The females 
Of both nests left them long before I got near. and perch 
_ing on dead branches uttered a co mplaining bill-pil)-pil) 
| PuU-pu-pu described by Nuttall, 
lsome, driving the Crow Blac k- 
» Robins, ete. from the Vicinity. I saw one of 
_the females leave her nest and pursue a crow for nearly 
half a mile and even the mated birds would occasionally 
fall out and fight flereely for several minutes, The 
females were rather shy, but the male of one nest darted 
_ down close past my head, Clicking his bill angrily, 


1869, 


May 17, | One singing, 


July 18, | Still singing, 


1874, 


May 18 | One in the old haunt at the Waverly oaks Sitting on 
the top of an ancient Sycamore and, at intervals of 


about half a minute each, calling Sluck-phibeair or sim= 
Ply pheebeair. 


Two males shot inb Waverly, 


One singing in Mt. Auburn, 


A pair has frequented the base of Waverly Hill for 
Several weeks past, 








Se ema ee 


SSS 





. Contopus borealis, 
1876, 
Middlesex County, Mass, 


One at Concord, 


One at the Waverly Oaks (Belmont), 
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Contopus borealis, 


° 


One of the commonest birds about the Glen House, N 
He Usually seen perched on the tops of the tallest 
firs and spruces bordering the banks of the Peabody River, 
Occasionally two would pass high over head, one pursuing 
the other, uttering a low angry twitter and finally gli- 
ding swiftly downand alighting on the tops of the treos,. 


Rye Beach, New Hampshire, 





A pair haunting a pasture interspersed with seattor- 
ed black spruces in ome of whieh TI found their nest 
which apparently held young, The old birds made a 
great oitery when I approached the spot diving down about 
my head and clicking their bills angrily, 


Upon Visiting the nest above referred to I found the 
young on wing,--three of them, accompanied by both 
parents, The young although hardly able to fly enuneia- 
ted the gh=phebea as clearly and loudly as their parents, 
and two of t hem shot in the aet of uttering this note 
proved to be females, They also uttered the charae~ 


teristic Dpill-pill-pill, It is therefore evident that 
this speeies has no song, proper, 





ee 





1865, 
June 10, 


1867. 
June 15, 


1868, 


June 6, 


June 16, 


May 25.) 


L870. 


May 30. 


phee-o-a, 


Contopus virens, 


Middlesex County, Mass, 


Nest with one egg (R,Deane, 


Found a nest with five eggs. 


One seen building, 


Found a nest containing two fresh eggs. 


Nest on horizontal branch of oak with three eggs 
(fresh), 


One. 


One, 


Nest about one-third finished 


One singing in our garden, 


Shot a female which was uttering the mournful phee, . 


—— 


A nest in the fork of a horizontal oak limb con - 
tained three eggs, The female sat very high on the 
nest, or rather the nest was so shallow in proportion to 


_the sige of the bird that the greater part of her body 


could be seen above its edge, She kept her head rolling 


- about restlessly, as if keeping a sharp lookout for in- 


sects. I nearly broke my neek in trying to get this 


nest, It was lined with pine needles , 


One positively identified (Belmont), 


A nest building June 7, contained two eggs to-day. 
The female was Sitting in a neighboring tree and showed 
ho concern when I took her eggs. The nest was on a 
horizontal branch of a large white oak, 


Very abundant and singing nearly as freely as in 
Hune, . 


Singing everywhere in Watertown, 








Sept.11) 


1876, 


1877, 
Sept.13. 


May -20, 


Contopus virens, 


Middlesex County, Mass, 


Saw two, It is remarkable thatvthis species 
should arrive so much later than the Least Flycateher in 
the spring and yet Stay so much later in the autumn. 


One (Belmont), 


Saw several yesterday and shot two. 


Three singing (East Lexington), 
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Contopus virens. 


1869, 


July & Aug. Common, breeding about the Gten House § N.H. where 


they haunted the -loomy depths of the woods and were usu- 
Sually shy, 


A few on the sides of Mt.Wauchusett. 
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Empidonax flaviventris. 
Middlesex County, Mass, 


Shot a male in an apple orchard in Watertown, 
Was silent and shy. 


Shot three at Grantville, 


Shot a male in Belmont. 
One in the Pine Swamp, 


Shot a male in a wild apple tree in Belmont. 
was tame and silent. 


. 5. One in Roek Meadow, Belmont, 


Sept. 7. Shot two in willows bordering Alewifs Brook, 


Shot one in the Maple Swamp, 


Abundant at Coneord in dense swampy thickets 


9 
few in open oak groves; several were calling. 
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Empidonax flaviventris. 
Maine (Lake Umbagog). 
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Empidonax flaviventris. 


Abundant near the Profile House, N.H., frequehting 
thickets of bush maples in gloomy ravines on the mountain 
Sides, Young on wing, The ond birds ,usually shy , were 
were extremely bold when their young were approached, 

By August 5 the young were hardly distinguishable from 
their parents and were Scattered everywhere through the 
woods, One late brood, however, found August 3, was 
just able to fly, The pee-e-e is uttered by both sexes, 
These Flyeatchers, unlike E-Minimus, pereh usually in the 
densest foliage instead of on an exposed position. 

















Empidonax trailli., 


Middlesex County, wass. 


May 30. Saw one distinetly at Grantville. 


1875 . 


May 31. Heard one uttering its characteristic Rip in ¥r, 
Spelman’s garden on Sparks Street, 


June li, Heard three in the Fresh Pond swamps and shot two 
of them, They uttered the gue-wichy, gue-gueah and a 
single pip. Two were in willow thickets in the*Briek- 
yard swamp% where they were as noisy and apparently as 
much at home as in the alders about Lake Umbagog, The 
third was in the Pine Swamp. As usual they were ex- 
tremely shy. 


Shot ofe in the willows bordering the Brickyard 
Swamp; it was in full fall plumage and silent, 


Shot one in Coneord on a hill-top sparsely covered 
with yellow pines, It was preparing to eat a large 
worm, Which it held under one foot and beat with its 
bill like a Vireo, 

















Empidonax trailli. 


Maine (Lake Umbagog), 
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Empidonax trailli. 
Maine (Lake Umbagog), 
1879. 
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female sitting; she flew from hest when I was about 
ten yards away, and was not seen again, 
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EmMpidonax trailli, 


1868, 


July & Aug, Common in the clearing frequenting undergrowth 
in hollows and along streams (Gle: House ,N.4.). 


1875. 


June 19, One singing in a lareh swamp five miles south east 
of Baffrey,New Hampshire, 
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Nest, one egg (Deane). 
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Empidonax minimus. 


Slender drooping Ww anch of small fir; 


elgant 


Lived to-day. 
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Empidonax minimus. 


1882, 

June 25, A nest with four eggs on the horizontal branch of an 
apple~tree,. It was a second laying of the one I found 
June 11 in a neighboring tree. This nest was finished 
but empty June 18, The sitting female was regularly fed 
by the male who came to the nest every few minutes with 
an inseet which she took rom him with a low twitter of 
thanks (Milton,Mass). 
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1866, 
June 16, 


1867, 
June 22, 


Trochilus colubris, 


Middlesex County, Mass, 


Nest with two eggs nearly hatched, 


Found a nest with two fresh eggs; it was attached 
to the horizontal branch of a decayed pitch pine at the 
height of about twenty-feet. Upon my ascending the tree 
the female darted out of sight and did not return while 
IT remained in the vicinity, 


Several, One fiercely attacked a Chipping Sparrow 
erecting the feathers of its throat and darting about 
the other’s head, The cherry trees are in full bloom 
and the Hummingbirds were all in or about them, 

Found a nest newly finished, 


Found @ nest containing two fresh eggs, built on 
the low horizontal branch of a Hemloek,. 


Found a nest containing two fresh eggs built on 
the low branch of a hemlock tree. 


One 


A young bird, 


A male, 


A male, 


Nest on low apple-tree branch with two nearly fresg 
eggs. 


Nest, two fresh eggs, 


One, the last, 


Two, They are late this year for the cherry blos-~ 
have all fallen, 


One, the last, 
Onéopoised in front of an althea in full bloom, 
Male, 


Very searce this season have Seen only two so far, 


Saw only one or two during the migration and none 
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Trochilus eolubris, 


1875, 


Middlesex County, Mass, 


(June 7) Saw only one or two during the migration and none 
Since, 


Auge 4 They are getting abundant. I see them frequently 
in the swamps and Maynard had@ shot a doen or more ina 
bed of flo. Most of them are probably migrants from 
the north, as few if any bred here this season, 


They continue very numerous. 
Have as seen none for aboutx a week.. 
Sept.18, Saw the last about the 15th, 


1876, 


Auge. 4s They have become numerous within the past week, 
Many, if not all of them, are migrants from the north, 


Sept. 7. Two in Belmont probably the last, 


Sept.14, At Coneord, 





Be ase ie na SA 








May 30- 
June 10, 

Sigis 
June 38= 


aA 
as 


1879. 


May- 22. 


Trochilus ecolubris, 


Rather common, breeding, 


One poised for a moment 
Sleeve of a bright-c cardigan 
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recently. fl Hed they ¢ id the bird seem 
its mistake until ° moved slightly and Lg! 


The Canada plum trees in + S ge = ool ¢ Dae ae 
bloom and their snowy mass of blossoms seems to have 
attracted all the Hummingbirds of ¢hi region, A per- 
fect swarm of { m s to-day} more than 
IT ever say together before, One small but very full- 
blossomed tree seemed especially favored and there must 
have been at loast twenty Hummingbirds about it at once, 
the sound of their wings producing an incessant humming 
like that of a swarm of bees, They were very 
mMitting me to approach within five or Six feet a 

think they spent the hight in this particular ‘tr e for 
upon visiti it after it had become hearly dark I made 
out severe ‘perched among the slender twigs, their lit 
tle forms listinetly outlined against the sky¢ 

As last night was clear, cold and accompanied by a 
frost which is said to have killed much of the corn in 
the Surrounding countre.I feared for the gs ty 
Hummingbirds left in the orchard last evening 
on visiting the place this morning I found 
ly uninjured and in even greater numbers 
Many were buzZing about Sipping the honey 


soms, while others were sunning themsel v< 
perched on 
ground, One and all seem Somewhat 








Trochilus eolubris. 


1879, 
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ff 
Trochilus eolubris, 
1872, 
July 19. Saw a male following a female closely, uttering a 
shrill chirping as he plunged repeatedly down over her 
(Andover ,Mass,.). 
£876; 
is6s, 
July &@ 
Aug, Common and about equally numerous in the depths of 


the forest and about the edges of the clearing (Glen House, 
NH. ). 








Chaetura pelasgica, 


Middlesex County, Mass, 


One flying over Fresh Pond. 
Numbers, 


Several. 


Three on Fresh Pond, 


Several, migrating, 


One, 


General arrival. 


One (Concord), 
Three (Cambridge ), 


Abundant, 


Saw one break off a large dead twig and carry it 


in its bill for at least half a mile, finally dropping 
with it into a chimney. 


About fifty ¢ireling over the river at Watertown. 


Saw several, 


A number on Great Meadows , Concord, and at evening 
@ great swarm flying about over the town, 


About a dozen flying about over Watertown, 


Several at Concord, 


During this cloudy and foggy morning, the trees 
dripping after yesterday’s heavy rain, at least one hun- 
dred Chimney Swifts were cireting around the tops of the 
elim in front of the Buttricks? in Concord, picking off 
insects from the top~most leaves, 
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Chaetura pelasgica, 


Middlesex Courity, Mass, 


A vast flock of Chimney Swifts suddenly appeared 
over Concord Ri® r this afternoon, dozens sweeping down 
at a time and skimming close over the water, occasionally 
dipping its surface either to seize an inseet or to 
drink I could not tell which, All at once there was a 
great commotion in their midts and a trim little Falco 
Solumbarius appeared with one of the Swifts in his 
talons the long wings hanging conspicuously down, 
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Chactura pelasigica. 


Maine (Lake Umbagog). 
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Chaetura pelasgiea. 
Plymouth, N. H. 


1866, 


Aug. ¥%. Discovered a large “roost” in a chimney én one of 
) the houses on Main Stree$ of the town, Many hundred 
birds assembled, beginning to enter the chimney at 7 P.M. 
and for abeut fifteen minutes pouring in in a nearly 
continuous stream, the least entering at 7.18 P.M, 
1868, 
July & Aug. Numerous about the Glen House, N.H, 






































Antrostomus vociferus,. 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


A pair among second growth oaks on a rocky hillside 
in Stoneham, They were rather shy, rising thirty or 
forty yards ahead and invariably topping the trees; 
the white on the tail of the male was very conspicuous 
when flying, 


A male singing in Mr.Hubbard’s place this evening 
(Cambridge), 


Nest with two fresh eggs, 


Numbers singing in the evening twilight along the 
road from Sandy Pond to Coneord. I tried to shoot one, 
but after firing at a eloud of earth on the ground thr ough 
mistake and afterwards missing him flying, gave it up. 
When within a few rods I distinctly hardheard a low ejuck 
occasionally interpolated between the usual notes, 

Once he uttered a succession of about a dozen very loud 
Cluecks without Singing at all. We heard Whippoorwills 
Singing at Goncord this evening as late as 10 P.M, 


Two singing in Belmont after dark, 
Seen at Newton, 


Started a female in the edge of some seanty birches 
in an open field in Watertown, It alighted length wise 
on 4h oak branch, It proved rather shy, flying fre- 
gently as [I approached, rarely going more than ten yards 
at a time, and usually alighting on t*he ground, Its 
flight was as light and irregular as that of a butterfly, 


When it alighted it dropped in @ limp manner as if shot, 
Just before taking wing it would invariably bob its head 


up and down exactly like a JTotanus, It finally settled 
on a fenee where I shot it, 


As I was emerging from the Sandy Pond-woods this ev- 
ening something shot swiftly pasy my horse's head, At 
first I took it for a bat but as it reappeared, this 
time against the strong light in the western sky, I saw 
it was a Whippoorwill, Having never observed one fly- 
ing about in the twilight I stopped and sat for about a 
moment watching it. No one could have mistaken it for 
a@ Nighthawk; #ts wings were moved much more quiekly and 

_ the body and head had that peculiar eigar-shape, seen in 
the Chimney Swifts. It raided indus triously among the 
flying inseets, making short, rapid burns; and oecasiona- 
diy rising nearly vertically for several feet, and after 
securing its prey, again depressing its flight; finally 
it turned sharply into the woods that lined the roadside 


+ | 
end the next moment began its hurried song. 
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Antrostomus vociferus. 


‘Maine (Lake Umbagog), 
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Antrostomus vociferus. 


1866, 
Aug. 28, | A male singing at dusk, and another singing the fol- 
lowing evening August 30 (West Amesbury ,Mass. ), 


1867. , 
Aug. 28, Heard a male in full song (Amesbury ,Mass,.), 


1868, 
July 28, One singing at Plymouth ,New Hampshire. 


1874. 
June 17, Shot one as it was Singing on a fence post on the 
edge of the woods in the moonlight (Marston’s Mills,Mass.) 


1875. 
June 16, _ Singing at the foot of Mt.Wauchusett. 


One Singing everu evening on the wooded knoll oppo- 
site the house. To~night it began earlier than usual , 
mingling its emphatic notes with tho Songs of Wilson's 
Thrushes and Savanna and White=~throated Sparrows, Tt 
Sings longest at first and, as the darkness deepens, 
shortens its performance until finally only ome or two 
“whippoorwills” are given at a time (Shelbourne, Ne Re). 


Wile driving this evening I saw a Whippoorwill 
alight on the top bar of a board fence within twenty 
feet of me, It did not appear to notice me, but kept 
rolling its head about, evidently looking for insects. 
At length it darted direetly upward, evidently after a 
flying insect, then turned sharply and disappeared in 
the gloom of a birch grove behind, Its flight was moth- 
like and silent; its upward sailing reminded me of that 
(OF a Flyeatcher, It was probably a female for T could 
see no white in the wide-spread tail, and a male was Sing- 
ing meanwhile in the woods about a hundred yards off, 
I heard three males this evening within the distance of 
-& mile, They are found here in mixed woods of pines, 
oaks, and birches (Shelbovrne, N. H.). 











Chordeiles popetue. 


Middlesex County, Mass, 
Two, 


Numerous, the males booming, 

Started a female from a single @gg which probably 
Would have been hatched in another day. She rose about 
ten yards ahead of me and swept about in silence over 

my head; the egg was laid on the bare ground Where 

the leaves and other debris had been Swept away by fires, 
and there was not even a hollow made for its reception, 

One this evening, 


Several. 


One, the last, 


Several, 


Many small flocks migrating in the evening twilight, 


Two at Newton (Maynard), 


Several (Concord), 


Numbers flying about in the eVvning twili cht, 


Shot one at Newton, 


A male sitting perfectly still on the top=most branch 
of a dead apple tree, It was about noon with the sun 
very hot, and I got near enough to see that the bird’s 
eyes were tightly closed, I shot at it bringing it 

down with a broken wing; upon presenting my hand it 
Opened its mouth to the fullest extent and uttered a 
Singular murmuring rattle but did not attempt any other 
defence. 


At sunset yesterday and to-day I have seen several 
small companies of Nighthawks passing south, 


Two flying south at sunset, Have seen them migra- 
ting nearly every évening since August 21, 


Saw one this evening, 


Heard several in the twilight this evening {Cambri= 
dge). 








Chordeiles popetue, 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


One was seen in the gamps by Deane on the 19th, 
I saw a company of six or seven flying south over Fresh 
Pond, 


A number passing south this evening I have seen 
them flying nearly every evening since August 25, Ordi- 
narily they pass rather high in air, keeping along pretty 
Steadily, but after it begins to get dark they fly lower 
and I have seen several Sliding silent and ghostlike 
through the gardens and streets in the eity keeping close 
to the ground, 


Saw one this evening, 
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1869, - 
AUB. 7. 


1874, 
June 28, 


1871. 
Aug. 31. 


1872, 


Chordeiles popetue, 


one (Plymouth, Neate ve 


One flying about this evening (Nantucket). 


Rye Beach, New Hampshire, 








A loose, seattered flock comprising several 
birds and extending over nearly a square mile of 
passed south late this afternoon, 


Not mentioned in any notes on this 
ence, 


season’s 
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air, 


experi~ 
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1869, 
Mar, 9. 


1870, 
Jan, 20, 


Dee, 29, 
1875. 
Nov, Be 


1876, 
Nov. 6, 


Picus villosus, 


Middlesex County, Mass, 


Nest with six eggs found. 


Shot a young male, 


Saw a male in Cambridge, It uttered a loud harsh 
kr—kr~kr-kr-kr-krama~a, While I was watehing it a 
Shrike suddenly made a plunge at it but the Wodpecker, 
nothing daunted, simply turned his head, presenting his 
Sharp bill towards the would be assailant,, 


One, 


One. 


Shot a female in Aplington, It had the tail deep- 
ly stained, 


One in the Pine Swamp. 
One in our garden, 
in Lincoln, 


in our garden, 


One in our garden yesterday; it is said to have 
been common lately. 
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1869, 
July @ 
Aug. 


1870, 
Auge 11, 


1871, 
Oets BO, 


1874, 
Ney, &, 


Picus villosus, 


Moderately common in the forests (Glen House, N 


oH.) 


One to-day, the only specimen seen here (Profile 


House,N.H.). 


I shot one that probably came from the north as 


its feathers were spruce stained (Marston’s Mills, 


A male among Yellow pines (Marston's Mills, Mass, ) 


Mass. ). 


® 


SSeS ee ears SE NC ete Foor, 


See eee germane ee 


| 
j 
i 
I 


ied ass 


es wa: Nd Se: 


a: 


t 











1867, 
May 25, 
1868, 


dan, 4, 


June 6, 


1870, 
May 18, 


1872, 
Mar, 9, 


June ll, 


Picus pubescens, 


Middlesex County, Mass, 


Found a nest with six eggs. 
formed young, 


Contained partly 


During a snow storm saw one clinging to the lee side 
of an apple tree apparently asleep but any sudden noise 
it would quickly turn its head, 

Nest found with four fresh eggs 


Found a nest with five fresh eggs, The hole was 
dug in solid oak to the depth of about eight inches, 


Pound a nest containing four fresh eggs. 
Nest with ney hatched young, 


Four on the Coolidge farm. 
seen there before this winter they 
from further south, 


Hs none have been 
are doubtless birds 


Nest in Lineoln with three eggs on point of hateh- 
ing. The entrance hole as usual very small and neat, 
The interior cavity descdnding five inches and had an 
average diameter of about three inches, The female would 
not come out until I broke open the Cavity on a level 
with the eggs and poked her foreibly, Thisnest was in 
the dead limb of an apple tree on an old orchard, 
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Picus pubescens. 


Saw @ male hanging on some green apples in a garden. 
At first I thought he was eating them, but, upon approach 
ing closely, found that he was picking out inseets [prom 
bably eueuli larvae] from the under sides. 


Found it common, breeding, at the foot of Mt. Wash» 
ington. They frequented the depths of the forest and 
in common with most of the other Woodpeckers of that re- 
gion, had the feathers of the tail deeply stained with 
the sap of the spruee trees, 


Rather searce (Profile House, N.H.). 
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Picoides americanus, 


1869, 
July 30 Shot two adult males on the border of a mill pond 


hear the Glen House,N.H, They were near together, and 


I was attracted to it first by its tapping roll on the 
trunk of a dead spruce, 
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Sphyrapieus varius, 


Middlesex County, Mass. 
1867. 
Oct. 8.7 A young bird shot on the trunk of an apple 
had pieces of dried apple skin adhereing to his 


186¢2, 


Gct. 2, Shot one in Ollow pines (Watertown), 


22. One in willows. 
1870. 
Apr. 22. Two. 
sept,.28, One among pines (Cambridge). 


1874, 
Oct. 20, One in the Pine Swamp, 


1877. 
Oct. 3. A young bird in Brookline, 


1879. 
Apr. 26, Adult male (Belmont), 


Ne¥v, 18, Adult male on a syeamore in Belmont, I consider 
a late date, 


1881, 
Get. Ty A young male (Concord), 
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Sphyrapicus varius, 
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Sphyrapieus varius. 


Maine (Lake Umbagog), 
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1870, - 
July 28, 


Sept,.2-10, 


Sphyrapicus varius. 


The commonest Woodpecker near the Glen, House, N.H, 
By Huly 20 the young were fully 6Ledged feathered and 
Separated from their parents, They were found 
throughout the forest but were especially numerous in a 
tract of dead stubs bordering a mill pond, Here they 
were always to be found, winding nimbly about the trunks 
or clinging to one particular place often drumming on the 
resonant wood so loudly that they might be heard for half 
@ Mile away. At sunset they perehed on the tops of the 
trees whence they darted out after passing insects, 
I also saw them frequently hanging against the bireh 
trees where the bark was perforated by a species of 
large yellow wasp and cooly snapping up the enraged in- 
Seets as they ¢ame in cloudsabout their heads, Flight 
Similar to that of other Woodpeckers, Notes a low 
Sharling whine, 


Have never found this Woodpecker near the Profile 
House, N.H., but saw one to-day about fifteen miles down 
the valley of the Pemigewasset River, 


Saw them nearly every day (Forks of the Kennebec, 
Maine), 
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1872, 


Mar. 


26, 


Melanerpes erythrocephalus, 


Middlesex County, Mass, 


A beautiful adult bird among oaks on the Flagg place 
Waltham, He occasionally perehed cross-wise on a 
branch and once darted out after a passing insect, 


Saw a freshly killed speeimen at Good&le’s, It was 
shot by a Mr,Lee, this morning, in the oak grove on the 
Tudor Place, Fresh Pond, 


A number takin within the last two weeks near Cam- 
bridge, six have been shot in Watertown, and Newton, 
all in immature plumage, 


Frazar tells me that he knows of nine specimens 
shot in Watertown and Newton Quring the past autumn, 


Actually abundant this autumn about Cambridge haunt= 
ing oak woods, Speiman shot two at Waverly October 25, 
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1865. 
May 5. 


1866, 
May 15, 


1867. 
May 30, 


1868, 


Mar, 22. 


June 1, 


Colaptes auratus. 


Middlesex County, Mass, 


Nest with one egg (Deane). 


Nest with fresh eggs, 


Nest found with one egg. 


Saw two, 


Several males singing; I think that numbers have 
arrived within the last few days, 


A pair of these birds have beer taken up their resi- 
dence in our ga den where they probably have a nest in 


the stump of some apple tree as the male sings at all 
times of the day in spite of the heat, 


Seen for the first time, 


Saw as many as half a dozen during the day, 
pook one, 

Took a male, 

Saw five during the day. 

One. 

One this mroning. 


Saw numbers and heard a male sing for the first 
time, 


The males singing everywhere. 

Probably all have arrived, 

Shot a female in the act of singing. 

Saw a male excavating a hole in a rotton tree trunk 


Nest with eight eggs slightly incubated; another 
with seven quite fresh, 


Sept.-+Dee. Quite as abundant as usual, 


Dec, 1-31 


1871. 


Saw toem occasionally. 

















1871, 


Jan, 3. 


Mar. 14, 


° 16. 


1872, 
Jan, 28, 


1875, 
Jan. 18, 


Mar, 29, 


Dee’ 10, 


1876, 


M ar ° Ts 


a“ 3. 


Colaptes auratus. 
Middlesex County, hess, 
Several; at this season they “requent the orchards 
chiefly, (Seen January 12, 18, 20th), 
Heard a male sing, 
Late this afternoon I saw one enter a natural hole 


in an old apple-tree and disappear apparently Settling 
himself for he night, 


One in company witha number of Blue Jays, 


Three in Watertown, 


They are getting more numerous, 
Singing for the first time, 


I heard one regularly 


Wintering in about the usual numbers, 


e 


One uttering its laughing call in Watertown, T 
do not think that any migrants of this species have as 
yet arrived from the south. 

A few (Watertown), 


One in Lincoln, 
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1867, 
Sept.28, 


1868, 
Auge 2. 


1869, 
July & 
Auge 
1870, 


June 27, | 


July 28- 
Aug, 13, 


Sept.2-9, 
1871. 
Oct. 18, 
1875, 
June 27. 
Sept.23. 


a 27. 


 ¢heekpateh, 


1882. 
June 28, 


Colaptes auratus, 


Saw one alight on the roof of a barn and hopping 


along sideways, trying to enter a hole under the eaves 
(Plymouth,Mass.),. 


Sawone among the Franconia Mountains, 


Found it common, breeding, at the foot of Mt,Wash- 
ington,N.4u,. 


Nest with two eggs, exeavated in the side of an 
ice house at Hyannis ,Cape Cod, a common situation here 
we were told. 


Not numerous (Franconia Noteh,N.H.). 


Abundant (Forks of the Kennebec,Maine). 


Abundant. Breeds regularly in ice, as at Hyannis 
(Marston’s Mills, Mass,), 


One on Mt.Wauchusett,. 
Numbers on the road to Siasconsett. 


Shot a young female with decided traces of black a 
She was on the ground in a sandy traet 
miles from any trees (Nantucket). 


Much more numerous here than about Cambridge 
frequently associating with Meadow Larks and feeding with 
them on the ground (Marston’s Mills, Wass.) 


Examined four young in a nest at Milton, They 
were nearly feathered but unable to fly. All had the 
red nuchal patch but-none the red wash on the crown usual 
in the first plumage, In all the blaek malar stripes 
wero indicated by a line of sprouting pin-feathers, 
the only individual variation in this reppeet being that 
two of the four had these feathers appreciably lighter 
colored, or very dark plumbeous instead of black, I 
think it probable that these two are females, The young 


Of this species makes a noise exactly like the hissing of 


Snakes (Milton,Mass.), 




















1865, - 


Apr. 10. - One seen fishing on Dr.Woreester’s pond on Brattle 
St.,Cambridge this morning by D.C.French and in the same 
Place by myself, on the following day. 
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Ceryle alecyon,. 


1868, 


Aug. &. Saw ofe on a small trout stream high wp among the 
Franeconias Mts. 


1869, 


July & Aug. Found them common at the foot of Mt.Washington 
(Glen® House,N.H.). 


| 


Sept. 5, Saw one of these birds, on the rocky cliffs border- 
ing the sea at Newport, R.I. 


1870 s 


July & Aug. Occurred commonly on Feho and Profile Lakes, and 
on the mountain streams (Profile House, N.H.). 


1876, 


May 18, Examined a nest in a rather clayey bank, evidently 
finished, but containing no eggs (Chatham,Mass.). 
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Coceyzus erythropthalmus, 


Middlesex County, Mass, 
Nest with two eggs (R.Deane),. 
A nest was found with one egg. 
Two ne&$sj; one with three fresh and another with 


four well-advanced: both in stunded wild apple-treas, 


Nest four fresh; placed in a barberry bush; male 
fed the female on the nest, 


Several. 


Heard one, 


Saw one, They have been numerous in the Maple Swamp 
during the past month, Several which we killed were so 
fat that the grease immediately exuded from the shot 
hol’s and spread over the whole plumage, 


Nest with four eggs. The female sat rather closely 
and when started off uttered the-usual notes prefixing 


them, however, by a guttural wor’r’r afteroo which I 
think is peeuliar to this species, 


July 21, | Many singing about 10 P,™, along the banks of the 
\Assabet RiverConeord, 


1875, 


May 31. Female sitting on one egg. 


June 3 The nest found May 31 contained five eggs at 8 o* clok 
o*elock this morning; henee four ©ggs were laid between 
Monday at 11 A.M. and Thursday at 8 A.M, I onee found 
@ nest of the Yellow~billed Cuckoo to whieh two eggs 
wepe added betwoen 7 P.M, and 4 A.M, the next morning, 
or in nine and one-half hours, 


Three nests, two with five ®ggs cach, the third 

with three, In each set one °ge was ineubated consider- 

ably, while the others were fresh, A fr esh Cuekoos 

gg blows like a rotton gg, both white and yolk coming 

out mixed together in a watery fluid, After being incu- 

bated a few days the white becomes hard and of a grass-— 

green color, One of these nests were So Small and flat 
that the eggs seemed in iminent danger of rolling out, 

or rather off, The birds sat closély and uttered the 


usual Worrotaroo aftor being started, 








(June 7), 


i7. 


Coceyzus erythropthaimus, 


Middlesex County, Mass, 


Nest in Barberry, with gne young bird, one egg about 
to hateh, and one perfectly ffesh, 


A nest with two eggs of the right-owner and one of 
the Yellow—billed Cuckoo, All fresh, each pierced by 
@ small hole in the side but with the contents intaet, 
The bird had @Vidently been killed on her nest. for most 
of her wing and tail feathers were lying in and about it. 


Young on wing. 


At Concord for several evVehings past I have repeated- 
ly heard the unmistakable notes of thisCuckoo just after 
darkness had fairly set in, On previous occasions, I 
I supposed that the birds were merely calling from their 
perehes but to-night, about 10 P, M., I found on listen- 
ing attentively that thoy were in the air overhesd and, 
in every instance, as nearly as I could determine passing 


- southward, They seemed to be flying low down, I heard 


at least five in the souree of an hour, They uttered 
only the alarm note wur-r-r-roo 


Nest, two fresh, 
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Coceyzus erythropthalmus. 


1869, 


July 21, Saw one in the depths of the woods near the Glen 
House, N.H. ; 











orth oS Ary 
ea / 


" ~V 





Asio amerécanus, 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


1865, 
June 3, An Owl whieh I identified at the time as Bubo Nir- 

Sinianus, but which I now believe to have been this 
Species was seen by me to-day in the Pine Swamp near 

| Fresh Pond; It was tame and easily approached but I 
had no gun, It followed me about through the swamp mak- 

ing a noise like the barking of a small dog only much 
hoarser. I suspected at the time that it was  eeding 
and afterwards heard that a boy found the nest, placed 
high up in the crotch of a pine and containing five 


younte (74 ws , mI owe mA ‘5 
aie sitet mare each cence te Poe 


; Two ii the Maple Swamp, They were very tame, per- 
mitting an approach to within a few yards, and flew only 
@ short distanee, usually alighting on seme low branch. 
When perehed their actions resembled those of the Barred 
Owl, they would turn their heads quickly at any sudden 
noise but a moment afterwards close their eyes and appar— 
entiy doze off again. The peculiar eolor and arrange- 
ment of the feathers of the facial disk disk gives this 
Species an imp-like appearance, 
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Shot one in the Pine Swamp. 


While lingering at Pout Pond this evening a large 
Owl passed overhead dimly seen in the twilight he eontin- 
ued in sight for several minutes, beating about over tho 
\ trees with intermittant flappings and Sailings, inclin- 
ing océasionally to either side. Finally soaring high 
into:.the air, cireling once or twice on motionless wings 
like a Buteo he disappeared in the darkness, He was 
eertainly either this Species or the Short-eared Owl. 
As he passed over me his tail was wide-spread and a 
peculiar bouyant lifting of the body at each Wing stroke 


and general indireetness of flight, reminded me of a 
Nighthawk, 


Heard an Owl after dark, in Belmont which I thought 
might be of this species; it uttered a loud whiek,who- 
who-ho. e 


While walking hurriedly through a grove of yellow 
pines following a wood path I heard on the right a feeble, 
_ erecking eriek-~a-eriek which sounded like the squeak of 
 @ wheel-barrow, AS [ Was advancing in the direction of 
the sound I was suddenly startled by a piercing shriek, 
followed by a dozen others in quiek Succession, each less 
loud than that which precesded it, the whole occupying 
perhaps half a minute and Suggesting the sereams of a 
bird caught by a Hawk, but much more intense. The next 
moment a large Owl Suddenly pitched down to the ground 
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Asio americanus, 


1874, 
Middlesex County, Mass. 


(Junel2) about: thirty yards off and stood facing me with spread 
| wings and unmistakably monancing gestures, It had such 

a fierce almost demoniae expression that for the moment 
it quite startled me; the next it took wing thread ing 
the intricacies of the woods with marvelous ease and 
swiftness and, alighting on a low branch, again uttered 
its shricking outery. I now started in pursuit but for 
some time found it impossible to get within range. 
Occasionally the bird which was evidently a female would 
alight on the top of a tall dead locust and utter a low 
deep wheo, whoo, never given more than twice in successiog 
difficult to describe, but very like the sound produced 
by Blowing into ‘he bung-hole of an empty cask, At 
length I gave up the pursuit and hearing the creaking 
sound again returned to the Starting place and soon dis~ 
eovered the nest (in a small eodar) with the white downy 
head of a young Owl peeping over the edge, As it was 
getting dark I decided to postpone further investigation. 
While crossing the open pasture bordering the woods one 
of the old birds (the male Tf think) came sailing close 
over my head léoking down at me Quite fearlessly and 
alighting on a dead tree within easy range, Having only 
dust shot I did not fire at him, 


Returned to my Owl’s nest this afternoon and star-~ 
ted both birds from trees near it. The male I shot with 
out difficulty as he flapped off through the pines with 
in fifteen yards of me, The female gave me a long 
chase before I finally secured her and was quite as shy 
by daylight asshe had been in the evning twilight. 

She went through all the Manouvres already describe 
at times hooting but oftener uttering her peevliar 

_Shreétking outery. The dash, Swiftness, and quick turn- 
ings of her flight amazed me; I think I never saw an- 
other bird of any species show such perfect command of 
wing among thickly growing trees and branches, The 
flight of the male us observed last night was slow and 
easy with frequent Sailing, His wings looked broad and 
his head extremely large in proportion to his body, 

The female presented a differnet appearance, her wings 
looking louger and more Swift-like, 

The nest was in a red cedar about twenty fest above 
the ground; on examination it proved a platform composed 

of sticks and lined with Strips of cedar bark, External 
dianeter Cighteen inches; internal diameter nine inehes, 
(One young bird sat on the edge and another was perched on 
the-edge branch of an adjoining yellow pine, When first 
Seen they looked like nearly round balls of feathors, 

but when they discowred me they drew themselves up to 
their full height exactly like a Sereech Ow1 under simila 
circumstances, but unlike that species did not narrow the 
leye-lids to mere slits, But unlike that species When 

I got within a few feet of them they crouched and raised 
ing the hind part of their wings so that the S6¢ ondaries 
touched over their backs, and the tips of the primaries 
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Asio americanus, 


Middlesex County, Mass, 


(June 13) trailed on the branch on each side of their feet stood 
facing me with their raised wings exactly inverted, that 
is the secondaries where the tips should be, I eaught 
them easily enough though they were very Savage clicking 
thoir bills sharply and making @ snoring sound through 
their nostrils, The nest contained a few feathers of 
the Snow Sparrow and a partially devoured dor beetle, 
Its lining was filthy and matted together with the 
exuviae of the birds, Under the tree I found only one 
pellet composed entirely of the bones and hair of mice, 


An Owl that I took to be of this species passed over 
head as I was driving, this evening, through an opening 
in Lineoln woods, Its flight was wavering, undecided, 
and mothlike, and it quickly disappeared in the gathering 
Bloom, 
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1870, 
June i, 


Octs 


1881, 
Oet.14, 


1881. 
Sept.24, 


Asio accipitrinus, 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


Found a nest in which a bird had evidently been 
raised that season, It was composed entirely of sticks 
arranged With extraordinary precision and neatness and 
was placed in the top of a stunted bayberry bush about 
eighteen inches above the ground, The whole strueture 
Was nearly as large as the nest of a Crow, though not 
So dceply hollowed, We saw numbers of she birds on 
the island (Muskegat), 


Shot one in the Fresh Pond marshes near Block Is- 
land, 


One shot on Great Meadows, Concord. Very fat; 
Stomach crammed with the fur and bones of miee, 


One started by Spelman in the marshes near Block 
Island, 
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1870. 


July 


a. | 


1871. 


Oct. 


20. 


1874, 


Nov, 


20. 


Asie accipitrinus,. 


Shot four specimens on Muskegat, all that we saw 
there. Two were young birds, the other two adults 
bleached to a remarkably light color, They frequented 
ho particular part of the Island but ranged all over it, 
passing the noon=day hours among the bayberry bushes or 
rank grass and coming forth early in the afternoon, 
especially when the weather was cloudy, and continuing 
their marauding through the night, We found in their 
stomachs field mice and remains of Terns. The latter 


Seemed to furnish their chief food and more than onee 


we caught them in the act of eating these birds, They 


_Wwere Very dainty about this, taking only the flesh from 
the breast and leaving the head, wings, and tail untoueh- 


ed and attached to the cleanly picked sternum, In a 
ben of rank grass covering about an acre we found as 
many aS two hundred of these skeletonized terns. The 
Owls when abroad were invariably follewed by hundreds of 
Terns which they seemed to regard with perfect indiffer- 
ences, Poising in the midst of them with rapid vibra- 
ting wings, at a height of ten or fifteen feet, they 
would drop, with the quickness of thought on some unfor= 
tunate mouse, the frightened and enraged Terns meanwhile 
dashing wildly about the Owl end, after he had alighted, 
plunging down within a few inches of his head, We fre- 
quentiy heard their uproar at all hours of the darkness 
hight. When started in the day-time the Owls usually 


Prose out ef gunshot and with hanging legs and clumsy 


flight proceeded a few hundred yards and settled again, 
One thus flushed rose high in the air and sailed about in 


@ireles about over my head, uttering an incessant harsh 


Kee~kec-kec-ke ~kec-kecs when I left tho place he would 
invariably alight again, We killed several by marking 
the spor where they Settled, and running to it at the 

top of our speed when the Owl seemed to become confused, 


(and Squatting, would often lie until we got within a few 


feet of him, On such an occasion the cloud of Terns 


hovering over marked the exact spet where the Owl lay, 
besides distracting his attention (Muskegat Island,Mass, ). 


Shot two, starting them from béach grass near the 
Shere (Marston’s Mills, Mass. ). 


One hawking about the eommons at noon-day in the 
bright sunshine; it occasionally sailed in cireles like 
a Hawk (Nantucket), 


Jesse Warren who has Just spent five days on Muske- 
gat showed me two of these Owls which he had shot there, 


In a tangle of low bushes and beach grass on the 
sandhills at the mouth of Ipswich River one of these 
Owls started within ten yards of me, I fired a charge 
eof dust shot at it wounding it slightly in the wing, 
when it alighted after flying about fiftyv yards; ap— 
proaching the spet I found it crouching menancingly, 
This speeies is one of the most beautéful of the Owls 


when alive or freshly killed, the rich yet subdued plu- 
mage of color of its plumage recalling that of certain 
| game birds, 
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Asie accipitrinus, 


Staréed one in a tangle of Beach grass and bushes 
among the sandhills at the mouth of Ipswich River. Tt 
rose with clumsy flapping and hanging legs. I brought 
it down with a charge of dust shot; picking it up woun- 
ded it struek at me Ciereely with its claws and ereeted 
the feathers of its head in such @ Way that that member 
looked nearly as large as ones two fists, 


This specime: had its stomach fairly crarmed with 


Arvicola riparia, 


Mr.Joyee tells me that while watching for Black 
Ducks after dark, in Plymouth, a few nights Since, a Short 
eared Owl stooped upon his live Duek decoy when he shot 
it. He has had this happen several times sinee, 
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Strix nebulosum, 


1870. 
Sept, 8, 


Saw a dead one and was told that it is abundant 
here (Forks of the Kennebec ,Maine), 
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Strix einereum, 


1876, 
Feb, 24, 


CharlessG.Browster, had a Great Gray Owl which was 
shot last January in New York State, only three or four 
miles from the Massachusetts line. 











1874. 
Oct - BO, 


1875. 


Jan, 18, 


Dee, 16, 


1876, 
Feb,25, 


Nyctale acadica, 


Middlesex County, Mags, 


On the edge of a thicket of birches in Lexington 
I started one of these little Owls from a low bush with- 
in a yard of my head, It flew only a few rods alight- 
img in the top of a high, leafless birch, I shot at 
it and missed when it immediately took flight and disap= 
peared among the birches, Following it I again started 
it from a low bush under which I was passing and, as be- 
fore, it alighted in a leafless birch top. It proved a 
female; its body was fairly eased in fat; the stomach 
contained the remains of a large mouse which I identified 
as Arvicola riparis, When alive it looked much Larger 
than it really was and I atfirst mistook it for a geops. 
asio. It sat erect like most of its kind. Its flight 
was slow, flickering and apparently feeble, In neither 
instance did it fly more than twenty yards, 


In the cedar grove in Watertown I found numerous 
traces of Owls, and one feather unlistakably belonging 
to this speeies; in the Vicinity a heap of feathers mar- 
ked the spot where a Snow Bunting had been killed and 
devoured, and a pellet lying a foot or two away contained 
the entire bill of a Pine Grosbeak, 


Among the dense bireches on the west side of Pout 
Pond I came Suddenly upon a Saw-whet Owl. It was sit- 
ting on a horizontal limb about five feet above the path 
and, when first seen, had its eyes fixed on me, Its 
position was erect, the feathers tightly drawn in, and 
it looked én very small indeed, not one third as large 
aS a Scops, I shot at it but missed. When it star- 
ted off with great swiftness, threading its way through 
the thickets with surprising dexterity, A quiek shot 
from my second barrel, however, brought it to the ground 
with a broken wing, As I picked it up it S:apped its 
bill loudly and struek at my hand with its delicate talors 
driving them through the skin and causing a sensatiog 
like the priek of a needle, It proved a female. Its 


One shot by Patten to-day near the Arsenal in Wa- 
tertown, 
































Nyctale aeadica. 


1876, 
Dec,3l, 


Goodale has had four during the past month from the 
Vicinity of Boston, 
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Oct, 10, 


1869, 


June 17, 


Nov, 10, 
1870, 


Apr, 24, 


June 23, 


Scops asio, 


Middlesex County, Mass, 


One alighted in a tree in the peame garden this even- 
ing remaining there several minutes. It came again Feb- 
ruary 4, alighting on the same branch, and remaining 
about the same time, On the 5th R.Deane watched for and 
shot it. It came at the usual time (twilight) but pass- 
ed the tree it had before chosen, taking instead a small 
elm, It fell wing-broken and when Caught seratched 
vigorously but did not attempt to bite, 


Nest with old one sitting on five young a week-and- 
a~half eld, 


Found a nest containing four young, in an old Golden 
winged Woodpecker’s hole, The old bird (a red Owl) was 
sitting on the young and allowed herself to be taken off 
and examined without making the slightest resistenee, 

The youmg were about a week Old and two which were smalla@ 
than their companions, were red, while the other two 
were gray or mottled, Two, a red and gray, which I 


took from the nest are now nearly able to fly. (October 
i, 1868, they still retain their respective color), 


Shot a gray female, 


Female sitting in apple tree with four young barely 
able to fly, the whole family “gray*® Olws, 


Caught one in a Flicker’s hole, 


A nest with four eggs in a Flicker’s hole, Ineuba- 


tion well advaneed, Female sitting, Wale in another 


hole about two hundred yards off (Watertown), 


Nest in deserted hole of Colaptes auratus Fe- 
male {a red Owl) Sitting on four 6888S, Slightly incubated 


When taken from the nest she defended herself fiereely 


with bill and claws, Nest proper composed of fine straw 


and feathers, not enough however to keep the eggs from 
the rotton bed of m ouldering wood by which they were 
deeply stained, Found the male in another hole a short 
distance off, Both birds deserted the nest upon removal 
(of eggs (Watertown), 


A female and four young well able to fly Sitting in 
@n apple tree, Young perched in a row touching one 
‘another; - male in the next tree; female and younf red, 
Male gray, 
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(June 23) 


Seops asio, 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


Brood of four young in the fed plumage, still cover- 
ed with down, but quite able to fly, sitting in a row on 
the branch of an apple tree with the female (also red ) 

a few feet off. Male (a gray Owl) in the nest tree, 
The female on being wounded flew a short distance and 
dove direetiy into the hole where the nest had been, 


Found a sign of these Owls in and about an old Flick 


 @F’s hole, 


Jessie Warren of West Newton has two broods of young. 
The parents of one were both red birds, and the three 
young also of the same color, In the other brood the 
four young are all gray while the mother is red, The 
male parent of this brood was not taken; the young al- 
though not fully fledged greedily tear up and devour 
small birds, 


Under an apple tree on the west side of the Pine 
Swamp, I found several pellets of this bird, A hols in 
the treeabove contained a Robin, the body unplucked and 


entire but the head eaten off, ewidently recently as 


the ruptured museles at the base of the nest were still 
soft and bloody, Under neighboring trees were more pel-~ 
lets but none of their cavities contained the Owl, 

Found the nest of the Owl whose traces I noted on 
the 17th, It was in a natural cavity in an apple tree 
at some distance from the swamp and near a house! The 


female, a gray bird, was sitting on four eggs in which 


the embryos were just. forming, There was not the least 
traee of a nest the eggs simply lying on a bed of rotton 
chips, mingled with feathers plucked from the victims 


of the Owbs. The sitting bird when taken off her eggs 
Seemed perfectly stupid making no resistenee with either 


bill or claws, She lay on the open palm of my hand 
without attempting to escape, The nest was in a very 
filthy condition, In many holes in neighboring trees, 
which were doubtless the resorts of the male, were feath- 
ers of various birds, and in the hesting eavity itself 

I found identifiable remains of some four or five species 


including Snow Buntings, Bluebirds and most humerously, 


those of Robins, 


During an extended search through an apple orchard in 
Lexington, I found signs of these birds in many places 
as well as the feathers of the Owls in and about several 
likely~looking holes,. I negleeted to mention in the 
notes made yesterday that there were no pellets under 
the tree and only one in the Surrounding orchard, though 


in neighboring orchards they were found under almost 
every tree, 
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&cops asio, 
1875, 
Middlesex County, Mass. 


(Apr.30) Found their signs in several old orchards at Goncord, 
but failed to discover any nests, 


6. From a hole in an apple tree I took numerous feath- 
ers of Quail as well as some of Robins and smaller birds, 
all of which had evidently been killed by this little 
Owl, 


7. | Visited the nest where I took a set of ®ggs April 
26 and found that the birds had deserted although they 
had evidently visited the hole sinee I was there as 
there were two fresh pellets at the foot of the tree, one 
of thmm composed entirely of Bluebird’s feathers, 


June 20, Was shown a hole in a huge elm » Whieh shadowed 
Minot Pratt*s house in Concord, where a pair of Serecch 
Owls had bred this season, Their nest was at least 
forty feet above the ground; the young were seen in the 
tree this morning, 


Nov, 24, Visited the pine Swamp a little after sunset this 
evening especially to hunt for Owls. In the fast gath- 
ering twilight I at length discovered a red Seops within 
ten yards of me, He was sitting in a maple sapling 
over a diteh, outside, but near the edge of a tangled 
thicket, evidently atching for mice, Upon shooting him 
I found his stomach entirely empty with the exception of 
afew feathers, His body was encased in white watery 
fat which emitted a strong and rather disagreeable odor, 


Dec. 5. In the dim twilight this evening, I discovered a 
Seops sitting in the top of a leafless alder over an 
open ditch near Block Island, It started when I was at 
least sixty yards away and flapping very like a Woodeock 
'Skimmed across the open meadow with ghost-like ease and 
swiftness, finally disappearing in the gloom of the 
wooded hill beyond, where we searched for it in vain, 
These, as well as other Owls, are doubtless much comon- 
er than we realize. Their habits, apart from their 
hnoéturnal proclivities resemble those of Buteo especially 
in this habit of sitting on the wateh over ditches, 


1876, 


Apr, 8. Woodward tells me that he has seen repeatedly a 
pair of Sereech Owls lately, entering an old Flieker’s 
hole in the top of an immense elm on Linnaean St., oppo- 
Site the Botanie Garden, usually a little after sunset, 
He believes they are going to breed in this tree, 

















Seops asio, 


Middlesex County, Mass, 


Just after sunset saw one sitting on a horizontal 
over School Street, Belmont, I threw several stones 
at it and when one passed very near it would dive down 
hearly to the ground and sweeping upward gracefully, 
alight im the next tree, abruptly shutting his. its wings 
wings as he struek the branch in the manner of a Buteo, 
It finally took refuge in a hollow trunk peeping out at 
me in such a grotesque way that I could hardly refrain 
from laughing, But when I began to climb the tree it 
was off again, I afterwards heard that Frazar found a 
nest to-day in the adjoining orchard, with the female 
Sitting on two eggs; this was probably the male parent. 
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With Fragar visited the nest which he found on the 
22d, Some one in the meantime had taken both birds 
and eggs, The hols was a natural opening where a 
limb had rotted out, afterwards oxeavated by a Flicker 
which raised a brood of young there in 1874, The eavity 
was of the usual shape inside and deseended twelve in~ 
ches ; the bottom was covered with feathers, ail that I 
identified being those of Robins. Besides these feath- 
ers there was absolutely nothing exeept pieces of rotton 
wood, As usual there were several pellets on the ground 
beneath, Last. year(1875)Frrazar found a Sereeeh Owl 


untouched, 


tere 


1877, 


Aug. 16. One to-night uttered two notes new to me; the first 
Uerou, We-ow, We-ow; the second a sound like the whist= 
ling of wings but less shrill as well as louder and full- 
er, This bird also gave’the wailing ery frequently, 


as well as-the krou, krou, (Concord), 
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Bubo virginianus, 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


One in Belmont. It was quite as shy as a Hawk, 
flying the moment it caught sight of me, usually alight- 
ing in the thickest branches of a white pine, ant flapping 
noisily when it started, Its flight was rather slow and 
clumsy with ineessant wing beats, It sailed a short 
distance, however, before alighting, It was closely 
followed everywhere by an immense mob of Crows whose 
clamor it seemed to regard with indifference, T saw 
it again in the same plaee November 7, 


Shot an adult in Waverly woods, It was unaccounta- 
bly tame, sitting in the top of a pine and allowing me to 
get directly beneath it and kill it with a eharge of 
dust shot, 


In a strip of heavy timber bordering a brook in 
Carlisle I heard a sueecession of loud piercing sereams 
like those of a child in pain and continued for several 
minutes. Approaching I found a large flock of Blue Jays 
dashing excitedly # out a thiek white pine, from whieh, 

when I was still about a hundred yards distant an immense 

Owl started, the largest I think that f ever ‘saw, It 
cireled around me through the woods every now and then 
Striking the branches ¢lumsily with its wings Making so 
loud a noise that I could trace its course though the 
trees long after it had passed out of sight. If not 
this species I cannot imagine what it could have been, 

It looked larger than the largest Fagle, however, 


In the woods bordering Shade Street, Lexington, I 


found numerous Signs of these Owls but searched in vain 
for their nest, 


One sitting in a large white pine in the woods behind 
Mt,Auburn surrounded by a noisy mob of Crows, He start- 
(0d before I eould getxwithin range and next alighted in 
the top of a tall, leafless oak in the cemetary mar the 
tower, The crows immediately Surrounded him many perch- 
ing within a few feot of him keeping up @ continual cla- 
mor whieh swelled into a perfect uprear whenever the Owl 


‘moved, Some of the Crows actually ecawed until their 
Voices croaked, A number of Blue Jays also joined the 


mof. The Owl, meanwhile sat orect and seemed to regard 
the insulting gestures of his persecutors with supreme 
dignity and contempt. My companion climbed the fenee 
and Started him when he eame back directly over me, the 
Crows trailing along behind like the tail of a conet, 
His flight was direct and easy with alternate flappings 
and sailings, I had a good shot at him but my gun un- 
fortunately.missed fire, He kept on high over the Woods 
and disappeared, 
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Bubo virginianus, 


Middlesex County, Mass, 


Visited a swamp in Lincoln to hunt for a nest of 
one of these Owls which has regularly bred there for sev 
eral seasons, ‘This nest was first found in 1873 by 
Dwight Whiting; it was then eceupied by a pair of Red- 
tailed Hawks whose eggs Mr.,Whiting took, Visiting it 
again the nest season he found it had been appropriated 
by the Owls who had hatched oyt two young in it one of 
whieh was taken. Im 1875 it was again visited by Fra- 
zar, He found it empty but caught one of the young Owls 
(which was able to fly only a short distanee) in the im- 
mediate vicinity. Frazar tells me that at that time 
the nest was nearly four feet in external diameter. . tt 
was in the extreme top of a white pine at a height of 
about thirty five feet. The thee, which I examined to- 
day, was about two feet in diameter, It stood on the 
extreme edge of an extensive pine swamp and overlooked an 
adjoining traet of Swampy mapie and ash growth, Fra~ 
zar saw one of the birds here about a week ago, but we 
found neither them nor their nest to-day, 


Heard one hooting at intervals during the ontire 
night on the Great Meadows, Coneord, 


One started by Spelman in the marshes near Bloek Is- 
land, 


Saw one, the male apparently, in the pine swamp in 
Lincoln where Frazar found the nest. It was exceedingly 
shy as usuel; and was followed by a mob of Crows, 

A number of pellets found in this haunt were of enormous 


Size; one was composed entirely of skunkS hair and bones, 
among them all the claws of both front feet, 
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Bubo Virginianus, 


Ce SS 


1870. 

Apr. 6. While in camp on Moxie Pond heard them all night 
long;. Frequently from the trees direetly behind us 
would come the deep, sonorous hoot to be immediately ans- 
wered from the @pposite side shore, Then the ery of a 
Loon would -rise from the foot ofthe pond, softened by 
distanee and the sighing hight wind. The Owls hooted 
almost without intermission from sunset to sunrise, Thoy 
were shy, howe ver, and we found it impossible to get a 
Sight at them, Their notes were a hoarse hollow hoo, 
hoo-hee, hoo, hee, varied occasionally by dropping the 
last two syllables and: interpreted by our guides as 
“cook for two, do, do”. We were assured by the hunters 
that these Owls never venture near a Camp fire as deseri- 
bed by Audubon and Wilson, although a “Great Gray Owl* 
(probably S.sinerum) often does this. 
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1871. 
Oct. 20, It is common and breeds here (Marston’s Mills, Mass), 
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Nyctea nivea, 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


Unusually abundant this season, Goodale has al~ 
ready had eight specimens. Brewster and Gilman have 
a live one in a cage in their window. It has all the 
charaeteristie motions of other large Owls, especially 
that peeuliar swaying of the head from side fo side, 
When the cage is tapped it Snapps its bill loudly and 
altogether seems to be savage and ilitem_pered, 


ie bas 


The coast of Massachusetts has been visited by a 
perfeet inroad of Snowy Owls (see Bull.Noe,January 1877), 





a 
at 


Se 





Se ede ae eee ee Ae Ss ss Se eee ene eee aye 


Seana 





1874, 


Nov, 


24, 


1876, 
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30. 


Nyctea nivea, 


Shot a young male at Ragle hill,Ipswich. He was 
sitting on a mud-flat near the base of the hill; when 
first seen he kept Stepping about making short hops 
with half spread wings as if apprehensiveiy of soiling 
his snowy plumage with the black mud around, He seemed 
not at all shy paying little attention to two men who 
were pelting his with stones, As I approached he re~ 
treated behind a large rock peeping out at me from time 
to time and then quickly drawing back, He looked very 
large and appeared enti-ely white, although in reality 
he had more than the usual ammount of black markings, 


Three live specimens in a loft in Boston, They 
Sat on the floor in rather a crouching attitude, but 
walked with comparative ease and rapidity, taking long 
gliding steps. They uttered a peeuliar low twittering 
when approached, and more rarely, a loud hough like the 
Short of a startled horse, They flew about the room 
noiselessly with hanging legs, The recent flight of 
these Owls seems to be eutirely over, 
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31. 


Surnia ulula hudsonicas 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


An Owl about the size and shape of a Cooper’s Hawk, 
seen among pines in Brookline. It was rather shy fly- 
ing from tree to tree uttering a short barking note, 
which I have never heard before. Its flight was peeuli- 
ar, being erratic and moth-like. Identified it with 
some hesitation as a Hawk Olw. 
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Athene eunineularia hypogea, 


18765, 
May 4, 


One shot on the Newburyport marshes by Mr.Joyee, 





1875. 


Mar, 


22. 
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Faleo eanddcans. 


Middlesex Couneyj Mass, 


A Hawk which rose from some oak woods in Watertown, 
circling as it passed high overhead appeared pure white 
beneath and nearly black or Spotted with black above. 

I am Veru sure it was a Jer Falcon and not an albeno Bu= 
teo as its general shape was that of the former, especial- 
ly its wings and tail. Its flight was performed by 
quick nervous strokes of the wings alternating with 

short intervals of Sailing. In an ineredibly short 
Space of time it faded from my Sight, miles away, in the 
blue sky, when last Seen, gleaming like a white snow 
flake in the distance. 
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Faleo peregrinus. 


Middlesex County, Mass, 


While sitting on Nesbitt’s piazza in Cambridge a 
fine Duek Hawk skimmed by within thirty yards, Passing 
over am open field where some white hens were feeding 
it stopped four successive times at them selecting a 
different bird each time, It descended from a height 
of about thirty feet in an irregular spiral extending its 
talons as it neared the hen but each time just missing 
her and, with a superb wheel, rising again to its former 
elevation, It was apparently oly playing, diving 
dewn in sheer wanton Sport, for there was nothing what- 
ever to prevent it Seizing its clumsy prey had it really 
tried to do so, The hens, natually enough were badly 
frightened, fluttering off ir all directions in frantie 
haste, During the whole time this Falcon was in Sight it 
did not once flap its wings, its movements though exeeed— 
ingly Swift, being Simply easy Sliding turns, Tt was 
@ small bird, evidently a male, and appeared dark brown 
in color. 
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Faleo communis anatum., 


Maine (Lake Umbagog). 
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1873, 


NOV. 


2a6e 


Faleo peregrinus, 


Saw a bird at Chelsea Beach that I referred to this 
species, Its flight was rather slow with alternate Flap- 
pings and sailings; it followed a Snow Bunting for a 
short distanee but soon gave up the pursuit, 


Atthur Smith has a Duck Hawk whieh he killed at 
Boar's Head ,New Hampshire, early in September 1873, 
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Faleo Golumbarius. 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


Saw one dash a number of times into a floek of Blue 
Jays but he failed to eteh, or at least hold any of them, 


One. 


Shot ome at Concord; it was sitting on a fence post 
in a meadow and was very tame, They have been abun- 
dant this autumn, 


Saw a small Hawk which I took to be of theis spe- 
cies, . 


Several migrating at Concord ,Mass, 


Shot an adult female on the Fresh Pond marshes, 


A large individual apparently a female, sitting on 
the prong of a dead chestnut in Sandy Pond woods, Lin- 
coin, 


the midst of 
At Concord one suddenly appeared from ememg a large 
flock of Chimney Swifts hearing one of these birds in hés 
claws, its long wings trailing conspicuously down, 


In Waltham saw a Pigeon Hawk and a Sharp=shinned 
Hawk which, by a strange coincidence, passed within a 
few rods of each other flying in opposite directions, 
The Pigeon Hawk Sped along in a course direct and swift 
(88 @n arrow, disappearing in the distance before the faet 
of its presence was fairly realised, In general appear- 
ance and manner it bore a close resemblance to a Wild 
Pigeon as I have often observed before., The movements 
of the Acgipiter, although easy and graceful, were echarac- 
terised by @ ceréain decision which is always noticeable 
except when the bird’s energy is arroused by the excite-— 
ment of pursuit. On this oecasion it was in Sight for 
@ long time scaling aimlessly about over the open ficlds, 


Saw one near Fresh Pond, 
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1874, 
Mar, i. 
1875, 
Sept,.22. 


Oct, - 2, 


Faleo columbearius, 


Author Smith showed me a fine adult male which he 
shot in Brookline early in January last. 


Saw one (Nantucket), 


At Woods Holl saw a Pigeon Hawk glide swiftly and 
gracefully into a flock of Cedar Birds and piek one off 
the branch where it was sitting before either it or its 
companions took the alarm, 








Faleo sparverius. 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


Found the remains of a Fox Sparrow and soon after 
came across a Sparrow Hawk which was probably the murder-~ 
er. 


R,Deane shot a female; stomach contents: small 
Snake, grasshoppers, and other inseéts, but no birds, 
The feathers on the top of its head were glued together 
by tar, which it had probably got by trying to cateh an 
insect stuck to a tarred apple tree. 


Saw one to-day, 


Saw a beautiful male in the field where I always 
See one or more every season, He was very shy perehing ° 
en the tops of some tall elm tress, 


Male at Grantville (Henshaw), 


One skimming-over the Fresh Pond marhses this morn= 
ing. 


One on Arlington Heights glided pasttwith great 
Swiftness and alighted in a wind cherry tree. 
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Falco sparverius. 


1870, 
Apr,2-10, Abundant (Forks of the Kennebec ,Maine), 


1875, 
Sept.27, Three small Hawks playing together in the air over 
the Commons like so many swallows, circling about, di= 
Ving down and chasing one another apparently in sport, 
One came vory near us and I saw thaty it was a Sparrow 
Hawk; the other two may have been the same, but they 
Looked larger and more like Pigeon Hawks (Nantucket), 


One (Chatham, Mass), 








Pandion haliaetus carolinensis, 


Middlesex County, Mass . 


Aprs 13, One (Fresh Pond), 
° 14, An adult hovering over Fresh pond, 

Shot two young birds on Fresh Pond, They were shy 
of a boat but easily approached on land. They poised 
over the water exactly like Kingfishers, at a height of 
about thirty feet. When they dove they frequently bur- 
ied themselves and rose from the surface with seeming 
diffieulty, 

Oct, 14, One, the last (Fresh Pond), 
1869, 
Mar, Sl. One Migrating . 


Sept.ell. One (Frosh Pond). 


1870. 
al, 


Two (Fresh Pond), 
One on Fresh Pond (Atkinson), 
One, 


One on Concord River, 


Two seen by Frazar in Belmont, 


One at Concord, 
Saw one yesterday on Fresh Pond. 


One (Concord River), 
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Pandion haliaetus esarolinensis, 


1867. 
Sept, 5, Saw a pair (Plymouth, Mas 


1875, 
Sept,.22, Several about Fresh water ponds (Nantucket). 








1868. 


Mar, 26, 


Oct. 31, 


1869, 


Mar, 24, 


A pr. 8. 


1870, 
Mar 23, 


Apr. 3, 


1872, 


Apt>- Bi 


19874, 
Oct, 13, 


1875, 


May 21 ° | 


Cireus hudsonius, . 


«a Pa 


Middlesex County, Mass, 


Saw one as white as a Gull, with the tip of his 
wings black. ” 


One in the white plumage, 


One seen at Concord. 


Saw several at Concord, 


A pair beating about over an open meadow followed by 
several Crows, which, however, they did not seem to re- 
gard with mueh concern, 


A fine specimen in th> white plumage flying over an 
open stretch of eper upland. 


Abundant on Concord River, Saw two this morning 
performing singular evolutions, Rising to the height 
of perhaps fifty or a hundred feet then would suddenly 
drop with noarly closed wings and when within a few feet 
of the earth glide up again in a graceful eurve, uttering 
a harsh rollong hec-hec-hec—hee~hee—hee, This was re- 
peated dozens of times over nearly the same plaee, the 
bird occasionally perching for a few moments as if for 
rest, then beginning again. I also heard one of them 
utter several times a shrill whee, very like the scream 


of B.lincatus. 


Abundant at Concord, 
Numbers migrating at Concord, 


On the Assabet River, Concord, one hovered for a 
moment over some Sparrows in a thicket within twenty 
yards of us, 


A male evidently had a mate sitting in a certain 
portion of Roek Meadow, At intervals of perhaps an 
hour he would approach the spot, flying hundreds of fect 
ab ove the meadow, and begin tsoopins down like a Night- 
hawk, at each stoop uttering a rather feeble kep-—kep-—kop, 
While performing these evolutions his motions were most 
graceful, bouyant, and airy; at each descent he ap- 
proached nearer the earth, and I finally could just 
catch sight of him as he rose above the bushes and plun- 
ged again, probably alighting on or near the nest, 
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Cireuvs hudsonius, 


Middlesex County, Mass . 


(May 22), The male sitting on a tussoek near where I saw him 
plunging yesterday, 


24, Upon approaching the portion of Rock Meadow where I 
saw the male Marsh Hawk plunging the other day and peepirm 
out through the fringe of bushes that bordered it I was 
delighted to find the old birds at work on their nest, 
the female sitting on a stake the male collecting dry 
grass and carrying it to a partiéular spot among some 
lew-bushes, where he would drop, disappearing from my 
sight, and after remaining about half a minute start off 
again. Frequently he would go not more than thirty 
feet in seareh of materials and never more than one hun- 
dred yards, The female only went to the nest once dur- 
ing the heur that I spent watching them. Both birds kept 
up an incessant calling to one another a shrill squealing 
gue-que-que very different from any note I have ever 
heard this species utter before. As nearly as I could 
make out the male used his feet only in earying the 
grass, Finally he soared up high into the sky and dis- 
appeered, The female followed when I appreaehed the 
nest and found a large shapeless mass of dry grass ¢ol- 
leeted on a rise of the meadow, 
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June 5. Visited my Marsh Hawks nest on Rock Meadow to-day; 


the female rose when I was within about fifteen yards of 
the nest and made directly off sereaming shrilly guee~ 
guee@-guce until I shot her. There were four eggs, 
spotles, one tinged slightiy with green; the nest was 
placed on the ground on a dry, slightly elevated portion 
of the meadow at the edge of a small clump of bushmp 

but not actually among them, There was seareely any de- 
pression in the centre where the eggs lay and the whole 
affair looked flat, slovenly , and unkempt, Although 
the grasses composing the lining--if lining it cound be 
called--were perhaps “eircularly arranged” they certainly 
were not “interweven*, This lining was composed wholly 
ef dry grass and contained neither feathers nor any oth- 
er material, The exterior was of sticks many of them 
large and coarse, Propping up the dead female on the 
nest, I concealed myself in a thieket of bushes near to 
wwait the return of the male, In the course of perhaps 
ten minutes I heard his kep-kep-kep overhead and looking 
up, discovered him sailing at an immense height, so high, 
indeed, that he looked no largor than a Barn Swallow. 

A Crow was whirling about him and a Red-shouldered Hawk 
sailing apparently in his company; the trio soon mel- 
ted out of sight in the distanee and the Hawk did not 
return, although [ lay in ambush for more than an hour 
longer. Two of the eggs proved to be perfectly fresh; 
the other two slightly incubated, The stomach of the 
female bird eontained nearly a whole field mouseg among 
the intestines were a few small whitish worms, 
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Cireus hudsonius, 


1876, 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


Mar. 11. An adult male killed by Joyce at Acton, I found in 
its stomach the remains of a Song Sparrow, including bail 
feet, and wings, Goodlae has an adult female which was 

shot in Melrose, Maréh 7, 


Sept.27. Two at Concord, one an adult male, 


Get. 27, Have seen them daily of late (Coneord). 


A pair evidently preparing to nest in the old Site 
on Rock Meadow, I see them there daily, and this mron- 
ing the female alighted exactly where I found the nest a 

year or two ago, 
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Sees 


3 ; s 
laine (Lake 





2S ast we eee eects: 


es 
se 


a) 
Ni 
aS 
k 


1 
spares 


A Uu f 4 ® 





[his bird is rather common now: I see them nearly 





Sse 






































Beno SETS OE 
gs SS a 








1874.6 
Nov, G5 


i875. 
Sept.22, 


* 276 


1868, 
Aug. 29, 


1870. 
Aug. 27, 


1872, 





289 


Cireus hudsonius,; 


Started one from a clump of bushes where it wass 
apparently watching some hens that were basking in the 
Sum within a few yards of it (Marston’s Mills,Mass,), 


Saw numbers (Nantueket), 
Numerous on Nantucket, 
Saw one at Point Lepreaux,N.B, 


Saw an adult male (Chatham, Mass,.), 


Rye Beach, New Hampshire, 


Saw one, 


Ome came at the report of my gun and tried to earry 
off a Teal that [ had shot when I killod itw with the 
other barrel, 


One passed ‘through the marsh, 


Marsh Hawks are now seen nearly every day beating 
about the marsh but always migrating, apparently, for 


they come @h at the northern end and pass out at the 
south, 


Not mentioned in my notes but doubtless seen. 
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1879, 
July 13, 


(Upon investigating I found the nest in 


mate, both birds cireling overhead, 


Accipiter cooperi. 


Middlesex county, Mass, 


Found a nest containing five eggs which had probably 
been laid several days. The female remained on the nest 
till the las* moment and then flew off in silenee and 
disappeared-among the trees, The nest was placed in a 
white pine at the height of about thirty feet and was 
composed alternately of large sticks and lined with 
strips of bark; it was about eighteen in e¢hes in 
diameter and was hollowed very slightly. 


A pair in pine woods in Waltham, The ground under- 
neath the tree where they were Sitting was strewn with tir 
feathers, bones, and fragments of skin of the Ruffed 
Grouse, I shot the male and found in his crop the re= 
mains of a Woodehek, 


Nes t in pine with five fresh eggs. Female silent- 


dy left the nest upon first alarm. 
Numbers migrating at Concord, 


A large female passed over our place in Cambridge 
to-day, 


A nest with one fresh egg found in Waltham, by Fra- 
zar,. 


Saw a female near the eastern end of the Willows, 


One on the Assabet River, Concord, 


As I was driving through hineoln a female Cooper’s 
Hawk suddenly appeared over the topsof some birehes that 
lined the road which it erossed at right angles; then, 
for a half a mile or more, glided over a slightly rising 
expanse of open ground covered with low oak Scrub, speed- 
ing straight as an arrow, and not once, even when it 


(Slightly raised its flight to clear some higher trees 


that erested the hill tops beyond, did it move its wings 
perceptibly, ‘Silently, swiftly, relentlessly, like a 
grim phantom it pursued its way and was gone in the 


_resy light of the su mmer sunset, 


Upon firing at an oven bird in some pine woods in 
Belmont, a Cooper’s Hawk Started from a tree near me, 
the top of a pitch 
Shortly afterwards the female returned with her 
uttering a harsh, 


“aa. vory like that of Centurus and at times cackling lino 
a hen 


pine, 
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Accipiter cooperi. 


Middlesex County, Mass, 


Visited the nest found in Belmont. May 5. As we 
approached it the female started off and made away 
through the pines like a bullet. I concealed myself 
behind the trunk of a large tree and awaited her return, 
The woods were vory lovely and peaceful with the after-— 
noon light streaming through the gauzy maples and floodim 
the openings between the pines, Black-throated Green 
Warblers sang in the evergreems, a Flicker made the ma- 
ples ring with his quavering laugh, and occasionally an 
Oven bird mounted skyward and uttered his rich evening 
song. Ouce a Blaek-throated Blue Warbler came overhead 
hopping along the stem of a grape vine that festooned an 
ancient willow, At length after about fifteen minutes, 
the Hawk appeared gliding through the pimes with set 
wings and alightémg im the top of a tall red maple, } | 
sat perfeetly still, and after the lapse of a few min- 
utes she started directly for the nest. As she passed 
me £ gave her both barrels bring her-down with the second, 
Shortly afterwards the male came into the swamp but he 
was so shy that [ failed to get a shot at him, He flee 
only a few rods at a time sweeping down almost to the 
ground, and pitching abruptly upward to some low branch, 
He frequently jerked his tail and uttered the notes de- 
seribed under May 5. His flight reminded me of an ; 
Owl’s, The red markings beneath were very conspicu-= 
_ ous atid when he turned his breast towards me he Looked 
like an adult Buteo lineatus. The irides of the female 
were brownish-orange, Her stomach was empty and she was 
rather fat, The nest was in a yellow pine mn mixed 
pime and cedar woods bordering a maple swamp. It was 
in the top of the tree about thirty feet above the ground 
It was composed outardly of stieks, and lined with strips 
of coarse, outer pine bark, and a-few tufts of fresh, 
green pine needles, It was apparently constructed by 
the Hawks themselves for it was’ smaller than a Crow’s 
nest dtffoem:i and differently put together, It contained 
five eggs incubated about three days, They were conspi- 
cuously blood-stained when taken but Some of these marks 
washed off whon the Specimens were blown, 
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Accipiter cooperi, 


1870. 


July @ 


Auge Abundant near the Profile House,N.H. roaming the 


woods in families of five or Six, flying from stub to 
Stub, two or three often aligting close together on a 
branch, They were very noisy, keeping up a continual 
sereaming; most of them wero probably young, although 


all were full grown, 


Saw several near the Forks of the Kennobee, Maine, 


Sept & 2-10. 


1875. 
Sept.27. Several on Nantucket, 











Accipiter fuseus. 


Middlesex County, Mass, 


One sitting on a post; I got very near it, 


Several seen during the day. 


Saw one catch and kill o striped squirrel, 


One, 
One, 


Nest in white pine, with five fresh eggs; birds 
very bold, darting down within a few feet, amd perehing 
on some neighboring branches, waving their heads Sideways 
with an Owl-like motion, 


Sept.Oct, : 
& Nov, Seen occasionally (Cambridge), 


Dee, 30. Saw one, 
1871, 


Saw one, probably the bird seen Decomber 30 as it 
Was in the same place, 


Seen them at intervals through the spring, During 
&@ short walk to-day I observed no less than five, starte 
ing three in a small grove of cedars, 


Still seem migrating; I see numbers daily. 


| A very small mae which I bought in Boston market 
was in full adult plumage; It came from Cape Ced, 

The stomach contained the remains of a Tree Sparrow, in- 
Cluding the bill and legs, The crop a neatly plueked 
Chickadee among the intestines of which were many large 
white worms about one and a quarter inches long and ap~ 
@pperently all dead, 


aor, 3, Migrating all day at Concord, Mass., in considerable 
numbers, 


1875, 
Saw two flying northward. 


Two seen by Deane in Belmont, 
One in Lineoln, 
Sept.27. One (Concord), 
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Acecipiter fuscus,. 


1876, 
. Middlesex County, Mass. 


Deée30. One seen by Patten in Watertown, Another, proba= 


- bly the same bird, in the same locality, Deeember 28, by 
Frazar. 
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1870. 
Aug, 3. 


1871. 
Oct, 16, 
shot 
when 


Acecipiter fuscus, 


s 7 > t 
Took a young male near the Profile House ,N.H. 
ny 


One dove down to a Ruffed Grouse which I had just 
apparently with the intention of picking it up, 
I shot him also (Marston’s Milis, Mass,.), 

















Astur atricapillus, 


Middlesex County, Mass, 


1868, 

Feb, 26, Saw a fine adult bird in the pine (Pinus rigida) 
woods behind Mt.Auburn, He alighted in a high tree 
and on seeing me immediately squatted lengthwise on the 
limb like a Nighthawk. I fired and missed when he made 
off through the woods with great swiftness keeping near 
the ground twisting and dodging between the trees in a 

remarkable manner, 


18380, 
Nov, 16, Saw an adult in Lexington, 


* 28, An adult female shot by Arthur Robbins at Carlisle, 
it came into the poul'ry yard as the family were at 
breakfast, and pouncing o:. a large hen dragged her out 
into the road im front of the house, where it tore shreds 
of flesh from the poor bird’s back without stopping to 
kill hor. When Mr.Robbins appeared it left its vietim 
and flew to an oak on the edge of a neighboring woods 
where he stalked and shot it. The hen was found to be 
still alive, This hawk was absolutely free from para~ 
sites, Its flesh had none of that rank odor so univer~ 
sal in birds of prey. Iris deep orange; tarsi, pale 
yellowish green, 


While eating lunch in a cool maple grove by a brook 
in Concord, a large Hawk whieh I with some hesitation 
identified as this species dashed over head and plunged 
among @ flock of Robins; but missing his aim turned 
quickly and with the speed of lightening shot across an 
opening and seized an unfortunate PRicker in some wild 
apple trees on the further side, immediately drépping to 
the ground with his prize. The poor bird when caught 
uttered loud cries of pain whieh, although gradually 
growing fainter, were kept up unceasingly for at least 
five minutes, Going to the spot half an hour later we 
started the Hawk from the ground, where we found the head 
and neck ef the Woodpecker, all that remained besides a 
few feathers. 
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Astur atricapillus, 
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Sept,.2-10, A very common bird here: saw many in full plumage, 
Very shy (Forks Kennebec ,Maine), | 
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Feb, 12. 


1874, 


Jan 24, 
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Buteo borealis. 


Middlesex County, Mass, 


Drove within easy shot of one, 


Shot a female from my buggy. She was sitting on 
a tall tree by the roadside and paid no attention to me, 
Stomach contained mice only. 


Shet a male from my buggy. 


slender 


One sitting on the top-most twig of a small apple 
tree, 


A fine adult so high-colored above that he looked 
almost white; he sailed over a small company of Blue 
Jays which in great alarm seattered in all direetions; 
but-when he alighted in an oak near by several of them 
followed him perching above him, 


A fime adult in Cambridge Cemetery; he started be- 


fore I got within range, probably frightened by the bells 
on my sleigh, 


Found the Red=tailed Hawk seen yesterday 
Same place to-day; 
braneh, 


in the 
in fact he was sitting on the same 
The attraction here is evidently an open 


Springy ditch, 


Found my bird in his accustomed place in the Ceme- 


tory, with a large floek of Blue Jays near at hand mimic- 


ing the scream of the Red-shouldered- Hawk, 


Migrating all day at Concord, Mass, 


Extended account ef some observations on this species 
on pp.130-136 of my Journal for 1873, 


Shot a fine adult female from my buggy as it was 
sitting in a tree by thr roadside in the Winchester Place 
Its crop contained a small rat the head of which was de- 
tatehed from the body, but both swallowed; in the stom- 
ach were the remains of two or three miee, ineluding 
beth heads and bodies, and among them a slender white 
worm about six inehes in length, The bird was very 
fat but easily skinned, 


A pair circling together in Watertown uttering a 


loud gree-e-e, creo-esesn, 


\ 


A fine adult sitting on a locust by the roadside 
in Waverly, 
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1875, 


Apr. 20, 


1880, 
Nov, 27. 
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Buteo borealis, 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


They are beginning to appear in their old haunts, 


Maynard has twenty-two alive all caught in steel 
traps by Perham at Tunhsboro, They sit in rows on 
Some-polés in the room where they are confined and are 
very peaceable never quarreling and frequently sitting 
on each others backs. The only noise they make is a 
Seareely audible whining whistle, Two that I brought 
home would eat nothing and I finally set shem free, 
They flew but a short distance and alighted on one of 
our cherry trees, 


A pair in Lincoln, 


in Oak woods where they probably 
had a nest. 


Visited the Oak grove on Rock Meadow where I found 
the nest last year, but it had been pulled down and proba- 
bly rebbed,; as Frazar saw the birds there a short time 
BGOe/ Jn wit. Coley GT ANS bw, 7 


A male in Lincoln sitting on nearly the same trew 
where I saw one last year; aS I approached he rose high 


im air and sailed for a long time overhead but I eould 
not find the nest, 


A large coal black Hawk, which I saw in Lineoln was 
certainly not an Archibuteo and I think must have been a 
mulanistic example of this Species, to which its large 
size, geeneral Shape, and flight seemed to refer it. 

L had a good view of it for it passed very near me, 


Saw two sitting together in a living heithloek (Lin- 
| Coln )w 
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Buteo borealis, 


1876, 
Dec, 6, Saw one (Marston’s Mills, Mass). 

















1866, 
Nov,17 


1867. 
May 25, 


Apr, 23, 
ing embryos far advanced, 


1878 
Nov.--- 


1875, 


Jan 18. 


Mar, 22, 


May 24, 
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Buteo lineatus. 


o~ 


Middlesex County, Mass. 


Shot a peculiar lighteeolored specimen in the Pine 


Swamp. . This bird was afterwards announced by Allen 
and Maynard as Buteo cooperi--a mistaken identifieation. 


Found a nest formed of sticks and leaves and placed 
in a high crotch of an oak, It contained four young, 


apparently about five days old and covered with white 
down one of which I took and kept for twenty-one (21) 


days, when it died; it grew to be about three times its 


former size and was bginning to get its feathers. 


One sitting over an open water-fall a few yards from 


the road where various teams ere continually passing. 


I drove by him several times but he took no notiee of me 


till I stopped the horse, when after a few moments he 


flew, 


Nest found in Newton, Mass, with four eggs contain- 


An extended account of some observations on this 


Speeies on pp.130-135 of my Journal for 1873, 


Wounded but lost a fine adult near the cedars in 
Watertown, - 


Shot an immature female; the stomach was perfectly 
empty, the bird fat, 


Anest in the fork of an oak, in Roek Meadow, Wal- 
tham. I walked about under it making a good deal of 


ndise but failed to start the bird; upon climbing a 
_heighboring tree I looked down upon a sitting bird and a 


fine adult male. When he discovered me he hopped on the 
edge of the nest, then flapped to the nearest limb, and 
after taking a-good look at me, sailed out over my head, 
uttering the usual shrill gue@-e-@ in piereing tones, 


When I des cended to the ground he at once sheered off 
out of gun-shot as if for the first time discovering rea- 


lly what I was, From the breadth of the outer rim of 
Sticks that encircled this nest I could not see the sit- 
ting bird from the ground nor-eould he see me although 
he must have heard me, On the following day IT revisi~ 


ted the spot and found the bird again sitting; although 
we walked about beneath her talking in loud tones she 


would not fly but I could see her anxiously ecraning her 
neck over the edge of the nest. When my companion be= 
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1876, 
Mar. 23, 


Apr. 29, 


1879, 


Apr. 26, 


Meadow, Frazar tells me 


Buteo lineatus, 


Middlesex County, Mass, 


gan to climb the tree she started off and after wheeling 
about us a few times sailed away over the woods and dis- 
appeared, The nest contained two eggs, both slightly 
incubated. 


A female in perfect fall plumage shot to-day by Fra~ 
Zar. 


A fine adult male,wass shot on the cedar ridge, 
Watertown yesterday, I dissected the bird and found in 
its crop and stomach the remains of a male Quail (Qrtyx 


 Mirginianus) a very small Shrew (Sorex ---.-), and a sin- 


gular looking Mole, which, being headless, I could not 
make out, This is the first time I ever found bird re- 


mains in a Buteo. 


A fine adult at Concord, 


A set of four eggs taken by Eager in Newton, He 
caught the female on the nest in a Steel trap, The eggs 
were ineubated only a few days, Warren took a set of 


three eggs in Newton April 1, He took two sets of eggs 


from the same nest last year and one in 1874, This sea- 
Son he caught both parents in a Ste@l trap set in the 
nest. Hen’s eggs being substituted for those of the 


Hawk. 


A pair in an extensive pine swamp in Lincoln evident 
ly had a nest. They followed uS about and the male eame 
within shot-onee or twice, 


A pair sitting on a dead tree near where I found a 


nest in 1875 (Rock Meadow), 


A pair cireling about over the oak grove on Roek 


that a set of three 8ggs was 
taken there several weeks ago, 


Shot an adult female in perfeet fall plumage on 
ConcordRiver; it fell Wing—broken and hopped off very 
rapidly into a thicket of alders where it did not attempt 
to hide but rufling its feathers and lying on its back 
with extended claws defended itself bravely, 


Saw several on the CGoneord River meadows, 
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Buteo lineatus, 





t 1 7 is ” Thr ~~ ~~ \ 
Maine (Lake Umbagog). 
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Mar, 28, 


Apr. 20, 
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Buteo lineatus, 


A pair in deep woods in Deadham making a great out 
ery, they began with the usual Gue-e-0, then one ran this 
note through a series of variations, some of which were 
Short hoarse screams, others choking cries almost like 
the stifled utterences of a person undergoing strangula- 
tion, The other bird meanwhile kept up the usual seream- 
ing, Some of the cries just referred to were simply 
diabolical, These birds were either fighting or mating; 
probably the latter, but the density of the intervening 
pines prevented us from getting a sight at them, Tt 
was evident, however, that they were flying at the 
time, Upon investigation I found their nest building, 
about forty feet high, in the fork of a large pine. The 


ground under the tree was strewn with sticks which the 
bird had dropped, 


Frazar visited the nest in Deadham to-day and found 
the female sitting on three eggs. He threw several 
stones at her before she would fly off, 
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Buteo pennsylvanicus, 


Middlesex County, Mass. 
One shot in the Pine Swamp by Deane. 


Saw one in Waltham--too distinctly to warrant any 
doubt as to its identification, 


A young bird in fall plumage brought to me to-day; 
it was shot in Belmont on the 2d, Its stomach and crop 
were-crammed with toads and contained nothing else. 


Saw two young birds in Sandy Pond woods, Lincoln and 
shot one of them from my buggy. 
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Buteo pennsylvanicus 
1881. es . : 
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Buteo pennsylvanicus, 


1868. 
Aug. 5. Several near the Profile House, N.H. They were 
very tame allowing me to approach within twenty yards, 
One followed me for some distance alighting direetly over 
my head and uttering his shrill kee-~ke, ke, ke, ke, 
1870. 
Sept.1~9, Numerous about the Forks of the Kennebec ,Maine,. 


They were execedingly tame and we shot a number of them, 
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Archibuteo lagopus, 


| 
1873. a 
Middlesex County, Mass, q 
Nov, 3. One in black plumage, flying over the Fresh Pond | 
marshes. i 
* I 
I 
e ve A fine adult on the Belmont meadows, 
>. 38 Two in Belmont, on Roek Meadow, 
« 29, One on Rock Meadow, 
ie: 
s An extended account of some observations on this 
species on pp.130-135 of my Bournal for 1873. 
1875, 
Nov.18, Two at Concord, One a young bird which I shot as 
it was flying over the birehes in Hall’s, the other near 
over the woods near the Cliffs breasting a strong wind, 
The first fell wing-broken and was very savage, 
1876, 
Oct. 24, At the @6liffs one passed within thirty yards and 
without the slightest vereeptible motion of its wings 
glided off across Fairhaven Bay until lost to sight in 
the distance, 
1879, 
May 8. A light-colored specimen sitting on a maple in Rock 


Meadow surrounded by a mob of Grows, We droge within 
gun=shot when he took wing, the Crows pursuing and di- 
ving down at him, After a short flight he alighted on 
the very top-most twig of a slender maple sapling. 
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Archibuteo lagopus, 


1874, 
Nov. 20, Saw one at Ipswich, 


1875, 


Nov, 22, Shot an adult female of the brown phase on Ipswich 
River, She was sitting on some tall oaks on the bank 
and permitted us to row past her before taling wing. 

Over the Neck at the mouth of the river three fine 
specimens in black plumage were poising, breasting the 
strong north wind, and serutinising the ground beneath, - 
These birds remained in this spot during the entire day. 
Whenewer we landed, however, they would cross the channel 
to the hill om the other side, invariably returning witn- 
in ten minutes after our departure. We tried various 
deVices to obtain a shot but they were so shy that we 
found this impossible, Tn flight and habits they did 
not differe at all from the brown birds, They spent 
nearly all their time suspended over one spotand I no= 
ticed each individual had its pattiicular hunting ground 
to which it invariably returned, The. sight of these 
three Black birds suspended at a height of about 6 fifty 
feet and all within a radius of one hundred yards, each 
maintaining its respective position without any visible 
movement of the wings or tail fowm pany minutes at a 
time, was most interesting. At times when the wind 
came in gusts, they apparently found diffieulty in pre- 
serving their equilibium, flapping their wings rapidly 
and at frequent intervals. But during the whole time 
that we watched them each maintained its exaet place in 
the air literally to within a foot. Their descent 

on their prey was made (as deseribed in Journal for 1873, 
p.132) in clycloid curves, At times all three would 
rise to an immense height in the air and sail about in 
company. This cireling ws performed with exquisite ease 
and grace and the appearance of the bird and the posi= 
tion of its wings was nearly like that of Cathartes apre | 
They were perfectly silent and frequently alighted on the 
ground, usually on the top of some elevated knoll, 


1881. 


Mar.17-18, The following notes are based on the experience of 
two days spent in hunting these Hawks at Northampton, 
Mass, in company with Messrs. Damon and Maynard of that 


town, With them I have also included severaicfacts 
told me by Mr.Damon; 


The Ruffed~-legged Hawks are still numerous at the 
proper season about Northampton but they do not now oe- 
eur there in nearly as great numbers as in former years, 
The old farmers tell of fifty being killed in a day in 
those times when they they were comparatively easy te 
approach, Some ten years ago Messrs.Maynard and Damon 
began to shoot them with rifles and in 1879 the latter 
ferst began to systematically hunt them with a shot gun 
and team, On Thanksgiving day of that year twenty~- 
five were killed near the town by Mr.Damon by his friends. 
During the winter of 79-80 Mr.Damon alone killed over 
fifty. 
During mild winters they remain om the intervale in 
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Archibuteo lagopus. i 
1881, 


( Mar e 17= i 
28). considerable numbers, They regularly go to roost in a 
grove of yellow pines (P.rigida) on a hill to the west | 
of the town, Mr.Damon used to lie in wait for them ' 
there and shoot them as they came in. They flew over 
the town singly and at a considerable height, returning 
to the intervale at about sunrise next morning. This 
habit is maintained at all seasons, I saw them yester- 
day at twilight flying overhead towards Mt.Tom. i 
So far as Damon has observed the Ruff<legs feed i 
entirely on mice, Their manner of hunting has been de- 
S¢ribed in some notes made by me in former years so I 
will not repeat it here, 


Their temperament varies considerably with the | 
weather. On still days they are usually Sluggish, hunt- i 
ing but little and remaining on their perehes for hours il 
at a time, During snow storms they are usually very a 
inactive and easily approached but sometimes exactly the 
reverse aS was the case this morning, On windy blus- 
tering days they are inVariably restless, shy, and active i 
Sailing about high in air and shifting from tree to if 
tree at frequent intervals, They have their favorite 
perches to which they soon return after being driven 
away, a habit which is taken advantage of by the shooters. 

‘They frequently perch on the topmost ‘slender spray of ; 
the tall elms when they swing in the wind with as mueh | 
@ase as a Robin or a Blackbird, but they are more apt to 
_¢hoose horizontal limbs abou t ¢woethirds of the dis= | 
tance from the ground. Ordinarily they sit in a slo- 
Venly attitude with the body nearly sreet and the feathers IH 
puffidd, But sometimes, especially when suspicious 
of danger, the plumage is closely drawn in and the pose 
and outlines of the motionless bird are then superb, 
Their colors vary interminably, Damon has seldom scen 
two alike, 

The dark birds look very much darker than they 
really are and many appear as black and glossy as Crows. 
They are peaceable and rather sociable in disposition two, 

or sometimes even three, being often seen together on 
the same tree, On several occasions I saw one alight 
by the side of another (actually on the same branch ) 
when the latter would usually fly to the next tree with 


out showing any ill-nature at being thus crowded off its 4 
perch, 


They rarely if ever Stoop on their prey from their 
perehes, their hunting being thus earried on quite dif- 
ferently from that of the Buteos, 





| 
Their flight is easy and graceful, nover hurried, | 
rarely if ever swift but perfectly well-sustained, They 
Sail in a straight line across the fields like Turkey 
_ Buzzards but seldom cirele in the manner of the Buteos, 
When about to alight they sweep downwards, often nearly 
to the ground, and rising on set wings close them as they 
strike the branch, When a top-most twig is chosen the 
bird usually stands for a moment with uplifted wings un- 
til it gets its balance and sometimes flaps onee or 
twiee in accomplishing this, When passing overhead from 
one place to another, as when going to roost, the wing 


beats are regular and unremitting and the flight resem 
bles a Herring Gull’s, 
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Archibuteo lagopus, 
1881, 4 


Hi 
(Mar,17= 4 
18, They were screaming incessantly this morning, the q 
first time I ever heard their notes, The syllables 
ec, pee, plee, pl-ee uttered in a shrill whistling tone. 
The cry reminded me of the spring song of the Osprey but 
it was feebler and the notes were less continuous, 
Oecasionally it resembled the long-drawn whistle of the i) 
Black-breasted Plover, Ordinarily Archibutee is a very 
Silent bird, 
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1872, 
Jan. -30, 


Haliaetus leuecocephalus, 


Middlesex county, Mass, 


Saw several, probably the young as they looked per= 
fectly black, 


An adult with white head and tail (Cambridge), | 


Saw an adult on Fresh Pond, probably the same seen 
on the 22d, He chased a Gull (Larus argentatus), direct- 
ly over me, epen but upon being fired at, relinguished 
the pursuit and turning aside, was quickly out of sight, 
His flight was very rapid, and was performed by quick 
flaps of the wings with few intervals of sailing. His 
white head and tail were very conspicuous, 


Saw a very fine adult at Concord, 


A fine adult in Bosfon market, with the head and 
tale white, it was shot in Sudbury ,Mass, 
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Haliaetus leucocephalus, 


1874.5 


June 18, Two or three along the shores of a salt water bay 
(Marston’s Mibis, Mass), 
1875. 
July 8, 


Saw five or six, most of them immature birds (Mars- 
ton’s Mills, Mass.). 
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